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Farther  Corkespondknci  oj  tut  StrRtTARV  or  State,  Sir 
George  Murray,  with  the  Governors  of  the  Slave 
Colonies  of  Great  Britain,  r?2; — ].  Javmicn  ;  2.  Bahamas; 
3.  St.  Christophers  ;  4.  St.  Vincent  ;  .5.  Tohntjo  ;  6.  Crown 
Colonics  generally  ;  7.   Mauritius. 

We  have  already  referred  in  No.  71  (p.  49fi),  and  No.  72  (p.  505), 
to  a  volume  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  ('ommon>  bv  Sir  George 
Murray,  on  the  Kith  .luly,  183(»,  numbered  fi7^),  but  which  has  been 
only  recently  made  public.  It  is  entitled  "  Papers  presented  to  Par- 
liament by  his  Majesty's  Command,  in  explanation  of  the  .Measures 
adopted  by  his  Majesty's  fiovernmcnt,  for  the  Melioration  of  the  Con- 
dition of  the  Slave  Population  in  his  Majesty's  Possessions  in  the  West 
Indies,  on  the  Continent  of  South  America,  and  at  the  Mauritius,  in 
continuation  of  the  Papers  presented  in  the  vear  1829,  No.  .3.3.3."  We 
proceed  to  give  an  aVjstract  of  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand. 

1.      Jamaica. 

A  letter  from  Lord  Belmore,  dated  20lh  Dec.  1829,  transmits  a 
copy  of  the  new  Jamaica  Slave  Code,  to  which  his  Lordship,  contrary, 
it  seems,  to  his  instructions,  had  given  his  assent,  without  appear- 
ing to  have  been  conscious  that  in  doing  so  he  was  guilty  of  a  derelic- 
tiim  of  his  public  duty.  He  laments,  indeed,  one  clause  in  the  Bill, 
and  one  only,  which  he  says  creates  an  invidious  distinction  between 
sectarians  and  ministers  of  the  established  church ;  but  he  seems  to 
have  entirely  forgotten  that  he  had  been  absolutely  prohibi/ed  from 
assenting  to  any  law  already  disallowed  by  his  Majcstv,  or  from  pass- 
ing anv  jxrsecviting  enactment  whatever  without  a  suspending  clause. 
Now  this  act  of  1 829  was  nearly  the  same  act,  and  it  embodied  the  same 
persecuting  clauses  contained  in  that  of  182(i,  which  hadbeendisallowed 
by  Mr.  Huskisson,  and  in  that  of  1827,  to  which,  under  the  express 
orders  of  the  Government,  Sir  John  Keane,  then  Governor,  had  refused 
his  assent.  "  As  the  bill,"  his  Lordship  says,  "  upon  the  whole, 
is  certainly  more  favoural)le  to  the  Slave  that  that  of  182fi,  1  could  not 
feel  myself  justified  in  refusing  my  assent  to  it." 

W^e  have  carefully  collated  the  two  acts,  and  we  venture  to  s<rv ,  that 
it  would  greatly  puzzle  Lord  Belmore  to  state  a  single  substantial 
amelioration  in  that  of  1829,  as  compared  with  that  of  1826,  while  we 
could  specify  more  than  one  deterioration.  But  both  laws  being 
defunct,  we  need  not  waste  time  in  analyzing  them  ;  and  as  to  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Noble  Lord,  the  necessity  of  any  re  nuirk  of  ours 
upon  his  condTict,  is  precluded  by  the  masterly  despatch  of  Sir  G. 
Murray,  which  exhibits  a  perfect  model  of  calm,  firm,  and  dignified 
le proof 
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'*  In  referritiir,"  lu-  s.ivs,  '•  to  voiir  I>)r(lshi|)'s  txeiicnil  instructions 
iin<Jpr  the  siiriirt  and  si?n  inamial,  acconipanyini;  your  (-(nnuiission 
under  tht'  uTfut  st-al,  vou  will  jXMCcivo  tluit,  in  the  article  nundiercd  1-2, 
von  are  required  not  to  re-enact  any  law  to  which  his  .Majesty's  assent 
hfls  once  In-t-n  refused,  without  express  leave  for  that  purpose  first  ob- 
tained. In  the  instructions  addressed  by  the  Earl  (jf  Liverpool  to  the 
Duke  of  Manchester,  of  the  19th  March,  1810,  and  in  Mr.  Hnskisson's 
instructions  to  Sir  John  Keane,  of  the  l^d  Sept.  lS-27,  and  the  '22d 
iVrarch,  1828,  it  was  refpiired,  that  all  laws  restrainint^  the  liberty  of 
religious  worshij)  should  be  passed  with  a  suspendinsr  clause.  In  the 
present  case,  the  second  of  these  rules  has  not  been  strictly  observed ; 
and  the  Jirst  has  been  disreyarded  altot/ether.  .Vlthoui^h  the  Ministers 
of  the  Crown  have  not  thought  it  right  to  advise  his  Majesty  to  decide 
upon  an  act  of  so  much  importance  as  the  present,  with  reference  to 
any  consideration  foreign  to  the  real  merits  of  the  law  itself;  yet  I 
cannot  omit  to  observe,  that  the  standing  instructions  under  which  you 
act  will,  in  general,  be  vour  best  and  most  secure  g\iide  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  government  of  Jamaica." 

After  referring  to  the  correspondence  whii'h  had  already  pa.ssed  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  and  afterwards  of  hinvself,  with  the  Colonial 
Government,  he  expresses  the  extent  of  his  disappointment  and  regret 
to  find  the  obnoxious  clauses  of  the  act  of  1826  renewed.  In  the  act 
of  1829,  he  savs,  "  I  have  foimd  one  amendment,  the  value  of  which 
I  am  happy  to  acknowledge.  It  consists  in  the  rejection  of  the  pre- 
amble to  the  clause  respecting  the  contribution  of  Slaves  for  religious 
objects.  The  legislature  have  obviously  felt,  and  have  wisely  though 
tacitlv  acknowledged,  the  inexpediency  of  giving  the  weight  of  their 
authority  to  imputations  affecting  indiscriminately  the  character  of  the 
whole  iK^dv  of  dissenting  teachers  in  the  i*;land."*  "  The  same  com- 
paris<jn,  however,  has  disclosed  the  fact,  that  the  restrictions  of  the 
present  law  are  in  no  re-;pect  less  rigorous,  and  that,  in  one  important 
particular,  thev  are  decidedly  more  severe  than  that  of  the  act  which 
has  already  been  disallowed,  l.'nder  the  act  of  1826,  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Kirk,  or  licensed  ministers,  were  permitted  to  perform 
divine  worship  at  any  time  before  the  hour  of  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  at  any  licensed  place  of  worship ;  and  the  religious  worship 
of  the  Roman  Catholics  and  Jews  was  not  restricted  by  any  limitation 
as  to  the  time  of  the  dav  at  which  it  might  take  place.  The  act  of 
1829  would  entirely  ab<jlish  these  privileges. "t 


*  The  words  omitted  are  the  following:  "  And  whereas  under  pretence  of 
offerinijs  and  contributions,  \aT^  sums  of  money  and  (  ther  chattels  have  been 
extorted  by  desiemins  men  professincj  to  be  teachers  of  religion,  practising  on  the 
ignorance  and  superstition  of  the  Negroes  in  this  Island,  to  their  great  loss  and 
impovenshment,"  &c.  But  though  this  calumnious  preamble  is  omitted,  the  enact- 
ment itself,  prohibiting  all  such  contributions,  stands  in  undimniished  vigour. 
And  this  is  the  single  a  nendment  which  Sir  George  Murniy  has  specified  as  having 
been  noted  by  him  on  the  collation  of  this  act  with  that  of  18-26. 

t  The  act  of  1829  enacts,  that  all  assembling  of  Slaves  or  other  persons  for 
relijfious  purp|)<»es  "  betwf-en  sunset  and  sunrise,  shall  be  held  and  deemed  un- 
lawfiil,   and  a\y  minister  or  other  person  professing  to  be  a  teacher  of  religion. 
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"  The  question  upon  which  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  have  been 
called  to  advise  his  Majesty  is,  whether  enactments  will  now  be  as- 
sented to,  which,  little  more  than  two  years  ago,  his  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  disallow,  these  enactments  having  now  acquired  additional 
rigour,  and  being  therefore  more  distinctly  within  the  reach  of  the 
same  objections.  In  considering  the  question,  it  has  not  been  thought 
an  immaterial  circumstance,  that  a  bill,  exactly  cOKfsponding  with  the 
first  act,  was  passed  by  the  Council  and  Assembly  in  1827,  and  was 
rejected  by  the  ofHcer  admini.it^ring  the  governm'ent  of  the  Colony, 
whose  conduit  in  that  respect  a  as  entirely  approved.  The  present  is 
therefore  the  third  attempt  v:hich  has  been  made  in  the  course  of 
thrir  years  to  introduce  the  law  respecting  relvjirms  worship  in  oppo- 
sH,'n>  to  the  most  distinct  and  repeated  expression  of  his  Majesty's 
diit'ijiprohation  of  the  principles  on  which  it  proceeds."' — If  this  be  not 
ccni lunacy,  we  know  not  what  can  be  so  designated.  "  It  would  be 
irr: {possible,"  adds  the  Secretary  of  State,  "  without  a  total  sacrifice  of 
conbistency,  to  sanction  the  measure  under  such  circumstances  !  !" 
TIj/;  act  is  therefore  disallowed.* 

Some  soothing  and  complimentary  expressions  follow  respecting  the 
VK:ii(;fits  that  would  have  accrued  to  the  Slaves  from  other  provisions 
of  the  disallowed  act ;  w  hich,  nevertheless,  it  is  remarked,  do, "  in  many 
irrijjortant  respects,  fall  short  of  the  measures  which  his  Majesty  has 
introduced  into  the  Colonies  which  are  subject  to  his  legislative  autho- 
rity in  his  Privy  Council."  What  the  benefits  here  spoken  of  are,  we 
confess  ourselves  utterly  at  a  loss  to  discover.  The  variations  in  that 
act  from  the  act  of  1816,  may  be  demonstrated  to  be  improvements  in 
appearance  only,  and  not  in  reality. 

Before  we  quit  Jamaica,  however,  we  must  advert  to  a  curious  epi- 
sode to  the  main  action  of  the  drama.  Lord  Belmore  informs  Sir  G. 
Murray,  that  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Island  agent, 
Mr.  George  Hibbert,  dated  4th  Feb.  1829,  had  been  read  in  the 
Assembly  during  the  discussion  on  the  persecuting  claus  J,  and  decided 
the  members  to  pass  those  clauses  :  "  Sir  George  Murray  declared  to 
nic  his  great  concern  and  disappointment,  that  after  exerting  his  ut- 
most endeavours  to  open  the  door  to  a  settlement  (without  any  painful 
sacrifice •  to  either  party,)  of  existing  differences  between  the  Govern- 
ment at  home  and  our  Jamaica  Legislature,  he  should  have  been  met 
by  our  Assem})ly  with  such  an  unbending  spirit,  as  to  be  satisfied  with 
nothing  less  than  a  submission  on  the  part  of  Government  loo  dis- 


ministers  of  the  established  church  excepted,"  acting  contrary  to  this  act,  shall 
forfeit  not  less  than  £-20  or  more  than  £50,  for  each  ofltnce,  or  in  defdult  of  pay- 
ment, be  imprisoned  m  the  common  gaol  for  one  month. 

•  The  reasons  given  by  the  Privy  Council  for  the  dLsallowance  of  this  act  are, 
that  "  it  contains  certain  provisions  respecting  religious  worshi[),  and  respecting 
contributions  made  by  Slaves,"  which  were  contained  in  a  former  act,  that  of 
1B20,  formerly  disallowed,  and  because  the  Governor,  "  by  the  instructions  ac- 
companying his  commission  under  the  great  seal  of '20lli  Nov.  1828,  is  required 
not  to  re-enact  any  law  to  which  the  KoyaJ  assent  irad  been  refused,  without 
express  leave  for  that  purpose  first  obtained, on  a  full  represenUUion  of  the  reason^ 
Hiid  necessity  of  re-enacting  such  law ." 
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jjfiiceful  to  be  bonie.  A  very  slii,'ht  ameiKliuL'iit  o»'  tlic  Slave  Bilf 
would  (he  said)  have  been  (juite  siirticitiit,  and  have  served  raflicr  as 
a  pretext  tor  passing  it  than  as  a  removal  of  all  that  has  been  ohierted 
to  aj^inst  the  act  ot"  18-26." 

In  reply  to  this  extraordinary  comimmication.  Sir  (;.. Murray  in  i  I.Mt,.,- 
dated  Sth  April  18.30,  observes,   -  It  can  scarcely  be  iiecessary  that  I 
should  dfsavow  the  use  of  any  such  expressions  as  Nir.  Hibbert  his  ittri 
buted  to  me.      My  respect  for  that  -entleman's  character  compels  me 
to  believe  that  he  made  the  statement  under  the  inHuence  of  noimnro 
per  motive    although  under  a  total  and  extraordinary  misconception  of 
what  I  really  said.     I  cannot  forbear  to  express  my  re-ret  and  surprise 
that  any  -entleman  m  the  House  of  Assembly  at  Jamaica  should  have 
attached  the  sli-htest  credit  to  such  a  report,  or  should   have  thought 
me  capable  ot  contradictin^r,   in  a  private  conversation  with  the  Island 
A-ent,  the  tenor  of  my  public  despatches  to  your  Lordship.      It  cannot 
be  too  distinctly  explained   that   the  views  of  His  Majesty's  Govern 
inent,  on  (jueslions  connected  with  the  interests  of  Jamaica    are  to  be 
earnt  throu-h  no  other  channel  than  that  of  the  Governor  of  the  Co 
lony      The   importance  of  Hrinly   maintaining  this  distinction,  could 
not  be  more  stron-ly  illustrated  by  any  case  than  the  present,  in  which 
(throu-h  some   strai.L^e   misunderstanding,  of  my  expressions,)  I  have 
been  represented  by  Mr.  Hibbert  as  desirin^^  to  compromise  the  -reat 
and  immutable  pnn.  iples  of  reli-ious  toleration,  by  havin-  recourse  to 
some  subtle  and  ins.-niHcant  verbal  .listinction.  "  Such  a  subterfu-e 
would  ill  become  any  .n.e  uhoni  His  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  cSl 
to  a  share  in  his  councils." 

This  IS  a  strain  of  upright  and  manly  sentiment  which  will  not  be 
very  intelligible  to  those  who  have  Ion-  breathed  the  moral  atmosphere 
ot  Jamaica.  v.  pucie 

2.      Bdliiimus. 

We   have   from  the  Bahamas  a  new  slave  code,  dated  in  January 

830.  which  IS  really  nothinu^  more  than   the   renewal,  in  a  somewhat 

divers.hed  order,  of  the  wordy  and  worthless  enactments  of   IS'M  and 

l8-2h,  the   barbarousness  and   inetficiency  of  which   we  have  already 

exposed.        No  exposure,  however,  could  be  more  effectual  than  tha^ 

March  1828^  The  egislature  was  at  length  driven,  by  that  despatch 
f..  correct  a  few  ol  the  more  barbarous  of  the  former  pVovisions,  espe- 
cially in  what  re  ated  to  free  persons  of  colour,  whom  former  a^ts  had 
degraded  almost  to  the  level  of  the  slave.  The  Governor  Sir  J  C 
Smyth,  also  states,  that  the  new  act  ha:^  removed  many  of  the  former 
restrictions  on  slave  evidence.  But  we  cannot  Hnd  that  more  than  two 
or  three  triHing  changes  ot  no  moment  are  introduced.  The  remainino- 
restrictions  are  (piite  sufficient  to  justify  the  application  of  Mr.  Huskis"- 

'  S««  Slave  Colonies  of  Great  Bnia.n,  p.  4-11.    Anti-Slavery  Reportt*,  No 
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fcon's  former  opinion  in  his  despatch  of  March  5th,  1828,  to  the  present 
law:  "  On  the  subject  of  evidence,  the  general  principle  seems  to  be 
recognised  that  the  servile  condition  of  a  witness  does  not  prevent  the 
admission  of  his  testimony.  But  the  rule  would  appear  to  be  almost 
wholly  lost  in  the  variety  of  the  subsequent  exceptions."  it  is,  in  fact, 
wholly  lost.  „,^ 

The  Governor,  as  is  usual  in  the  speeches  of  (governors,  praises  the 
legislature  for  what  they  have  done,  though  that   is   next   to  nothing  ; 
and  holds  out  hopes  that  in  a  session  or  two  something  will   be  d(me 
more  efiectual.      His   despatch,   however,   betravs  an  important  secret 
of  colonial   misrepresentation,  which   is  chiefly  of  use  in  estalilishing, 
by  further  evidence,  the   fallacy  of  those   tales  of  accumulations  of 
projjcrty  by  slaves,  by  which  the  British  public  have  been  long  deluded. 
He   states  that  the  new  act  has  done  away  with  the  commission  it  had 
proposed  to  charge  on  the  money  of  slaves  lodged  in   Savings'  banks, 
and  to  grant  them  interest  upon  it  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent.,  in  com- 
pliance #ith  Mr.  Huskisson's  suggestion.     (They  are  ready  enouirh  to 
comply,  where  nothing  is  gained  to   the  slave  by  compliance.)     But 
the  Governor,  not  well  aware  of  what  he  was  doing,  and  what  a  fal^ric 
of  falsehood  he  was  destroying,*  tells  the  Secretary  of  State,  "  On  this 
head  it  is  proper  that  1  should  explain  that  both  the  former  charge  of 
conunission  and  the  present  interest  are  equally  imayinury .    A  saving 
bank  is  established  by  law,  but  not  one  farthing  has  ever  been  paid 
into  it.     What  little  money"  (little  indeed!)  "  is  possessed  by  slaves, 
is    invariably   laid  out  again  in  fowls  and  vegetables,  which  they  sell 
again  to  the  shipping.     The  saving  bank  may  hereafter  be  useful,  but 
as  more  money  is  to  be  made  by  the  little  traffic  1  have  explained,  the 
saving  bank,  whether  charging  or  granting  interest,  has  hitherto  been 
equally  neglected."     Whence   this  farce  of  a  saving   bank  for  slaves 
first  sprung  it  is  not  easy  to  imagine.     It  doubtless  arose  from   those 
mendacious  tales  of  the  wealth  of  slaves  which,  for  forty  years,  colonial 
witnesses  have  been  repeating  in  the  face  of  all   trut' ,  and   all  proba- 
bility.    Slaves,  it  is  true,  have  sometimes  amassed  a  little  money,  but 
it  has  only  been  in  the  case  of  head  slaves,  either  drivers  or  mechanics, 
or  of  women  earning  the  wages  of  prostitution,  and  saving  wherewith 
to  redeem  themselves;  and  seldom,  if  ever,  in  the  case  of  field  slaves 
who  form  the  mass  of  the  slave  population. 

3.  St.  Christophers. 
From  this  island  there  is  nothing  reported  in  the  way  of  inqjrove- 
ment.  We  have,  however,  a  speech  of  the  Governor's,  lauding  thf  steps 
taken  by  the  legislature,  the  real  character  of  which  may  be  seen  in 
our  Reporter,  No.  38  ;  and  expressing  a  hope  that  their  future  pro- 
ceedings will  give  a  triumphant  refutation  to  the  calumnies  j)ut  forth 
against  them.  What  then  are  those  co^MwrnV.?  of  which  the  (iovurnor  com- 
plains ?  Do  they  refer  to  the  case  of  Lord  Romney's  slave,  Betto  Doug- 
las? (No.  25.)  Or  do  they  refer  to  a  passage  in  a  fornur  despatch  oi  his, 
tjuoted  by  us,  No.  29,  p.  112,  in  which  he  laments  that  the  legislature 


See  Sleplien's  Dehneauon,  vol.  ii   [>   ajO,  &t. 
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liad  rft'iibcd  to  ujjjjuiiit  a  ^uurdian  of  »laves  ;  "  liS  i  [\ii^\  ctjimiuctj 
that  witlioui  some  proNision  ut' the  kind  the  slaves  will  not  h;i\i'  the 
piotectiou  aiul  i.up[)urt  to  wlueli  llieir  tbrlorn  sitiiution  so  justly  i-ntiths 
ihtinr'  Or  it" our  review  of  tlieir  hile  act  (see  No.  /J.j,  p.  -276 — lli\,) 
he  referred  to,  we  shoiiUl  l)e  .'hid  to  know  wherein  that  review  departs 
from  the  strietest  truth.  Will  it  be  denied  that  the  foilowin;^  rnui, 
oppressive,  and  barbarous  eiiaetnienls  are  still  in  force,  viz.  Act  of 
1711,  ^  4,  8,  9,  10;  Act  (vf  17ii,  ^,  (),  8,  13,  18  ;  and  Acts  of  \',:,\) 
and  17yU;  or  that  the  niiseralile  pittances  of  food  and  clothiui;  as- 
biiiiied  to  the  slave,  and  the  severity  of  labour  exacted  from  him,  are 
still  the  same  as  fixed  in  the  Act  of  17'J8,  ^  1  and  ^  10  ?  The  calnninv 
alluded  to  must  have  been  <;rosd  to  exceed  the  enormity  of  these  and  ' 

other  enactments  of  tliis  bepraised  colony,  the  assembly  of  which,  on 
the  'I'ld  October  1>2!»,  m  rii[jle  not  to  tell  their  Governor,  tliat  "on 
the  subject  of  the  anieliorati(jn  (jfthe  slave  population"  "  thev  presume 
to  tiiink  that  no  >peciHc  matter  remains  for  their  consideration. "--- 
What,  nut  although  the  ullouance  of  food  to  workin'^  slaves  in  St. 
Christophers  is  not  half  of  what  is  allowed  to  runaway  slaves  imprisoned 
in  Jamaica;  and  although  the  (juantity  of  labour  the  master  may 
exact  bv  law  extends  to  fifteen  or  sixteen  hours  a  dav,  on  the  averai^e 
of  the  whole  year  '  These  tacts  will  l)e  found  demonstrated  bevomi 
the  possibilitv  of  denial  in  the  second  volunie  of  Mr.  Steplien's  Delin- 
eation of  Slavery,  just  published,  chapters  iv.  v.  and  vin.  In  the  \ 
appendix  to  that  work,  p.  442,  may  also  W.  f(Hind  a  drttadful  east! 
of  murderous  and  unpunished  cruelty,  procuedintr,  for  years,  in  St. 
Christophers,  and  only  now  draiTijed  to  Iij;lit. 
4.   St.   Vincfnit. 

Sir  f "..  Murray,  in  reference  to  the  nintli  clause  of  the  Slave  Code 
of  this  ishiiid,  passed  in  December  18'2.0,  Ijy  whi(h  the  Sunday  markets 
Were  ordered  to  terminate  at  ten  o'chx'k  in  the  foreruMjn,  says,  he  un- 
derstands that  this  law  is  wholly  disrcu'di fled,  and  in  practice  absolutely 
nuijfatorv;  and   he  requests  the  i;overnor.  Sir  C.  Brisbane,   to  inform  ' 

him  what  the  fact  really  is.  Tlie  reply  of  Sir  C.  Brisl)ane  is  very  in- 
structive, .md  throws  so  much  liijht  on  the  real  nature  of  pretended 
colonial  reform,  and  on  the  colonial  prejudice  and  partizanship  of  at 
least  some  colonial  iTOvernors,  that  w^  shall  irive  it  entire.  It  is  dated 
the  l-ld  of  May,  18-29. 

"  1  have  the  honour  to  acknowledii:e  the  receipt  of  your  despatch. 
4lated  the  ^nd  of  April,  1829,  relatinjr  to  the  Sunday  markets.  It  is 
certainly  true  that  the  etiorts  of  the  legislature  have  not  been  able 
hithert'i  to  put  down  this   irrei^ular  pnx  eediui: ;   and  such  are  the  in  ' 

veterate  habits  of  the  nci^roes,  arising;  from  a  loniC  customary  enjoy- 
ment (as  it  is  estimated  by  them)  of  marketiiii^  on  Sunday,  that  no- 
thing hut  absolute  force  will  remedy  the  evil  at  present  c(jmplained  of. 
The  slaves  consider  the  abolition  of  this  privile<re  as  one  of  the  L^reatest 
hardships  imposed  on  tliem ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  hitherto  no 
moral  iiiii)rovement,  or  more  strict  observance  of  the  Sabbath  has  takei» 
place  in  conse([uence.  The  prices  of  provisions  also  are  increased  to 
the  threat  injury  of  domestic  and  other  slaves  in  Kinicstown,  who  rely 
•ipon    the   nuirket    for  miljsistence.      Until    the    neuroes  shall  have  ao-  / 
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<]\iirf'd  ii  stitticicnt  degree  of  relie:ion  to  induce  theiri  to  observe  the 
Siil)l)atli  from  a  principle  of  morality,  thev  will  not  give  up  tlieir  habits 
of  Irafticking  on  Sundays.  1  have,  however, endeavoured  to  remedy  the 
<nil  as  far  as  1  can  by  issuing  most  peremptory  orders  to  the  clerk  of 
ihe  market,  the  chief  constable,  and  all  others  under  him,  to  carry  the 
law  into  complete  effect." 

On  several  occasions  we  have  dwelt  at  great  i^gth  on  the  unjust 
anU  oppressive  policy  pursued  bv  the  colonial  legislatures  res])ecting 
Sunday  markets,  a  policy  for  which  they  have  too  ready  a  sanction  in 
the  unaccountable  course  adopted  on  the  same  subject,  in  the  Orders 
in  Council  for  the  Crown  colonics.  We  will  repeat  now  what  we  said 
in  the  Reporter,  No.  52,  p.  67,  when  treating  of  the  Act  of  Grenada, 
to  ])rcvent  holding  m  irkets  on  Sunday.  It  contains  no  provision 
whatever  by  which  the  act  can  be  made  to  contribute  in  the  very 
slightest  degree  to  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  slaves. 
They  can  no  longer  attend  Sundav  markets ;  but  no  legal  provision  is 
made  for  their  being  able  to  attend  them  on  any  other  dav.  No  other 
<lav  is  given  to  them  ;  nor  are  they  on  any  other  day  protected  by  law 
from  being  seized  and  sold  for  their  master's  debts,  which  would  in- 
fvitablv  follow,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases,  from  travelling  to  market 
on  anv  dav  but  Sunday.  To  the  slave,  therefore,  without  some  law 
which  shall  ajipropriate  a  certain  day  to  his  use,  and  which  shall  protect 
him  on  that  dav  from  arrest  for  his  master's  debts,  the  pretended  ame- 
lioration of  either  abolishing  or  restricting  Sunday  market?  is  a  positive 
injury  instead  of  a  benefit.  It  is  an  act  of  cruel  oppression  superadded 
to  alt  his  other  wrongs. 

This  truth  has  been  repeated  in  the  pages  of  the  Reporter,  whenever 
the  same  imjust  course  has  l)ecn  pursued  in  the  legislation  either  of 
the  crown  or  of  the  chartered  colonies.  It  is  impossible  therefore  that 
it  should  not  have  attracted  notice,  and  that  all  parties  concerned 
should  not  be  fullv  aware  that  the  only  ei^ectual  remedy  which  can  be 
applied  to  the  evil  of  a  public  market  on  Sunday  is  not  only  to  fix,  by 
law,  another  dav  for  it,  but,  hv  law  also,  to  give  that  day  to  the  slave, 
and  to  protect  him,  during  its  course,  from  beini.  seized  and  fold  for 
his  master's  debts. 

The  legislature  of  St.  Vincents  was  perfectly  aware  of  this,  and  yet 
they  aflTeet  to  abolish  Sundav  markets  without  a  single  provision  to 
render  such  abolitif)n  practicable.  Doiibtless  the  slaves  consider  this  a 
great  hardsliij),  and  so  it  is.  And  Sir  Charles  Brisbane  though  equally 
aware  of  the  fact,  insults  the  common  sense  of  Parliament  and  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  bv  saying  '*  that  nothing  but  ahftnbitc  force  will 
remedy  the  evil  at  present  co7nplained  of."  "SVhat  is  this  but  a  com- 
plete misapprehension,  at  least,  of  the  real  nature  of  the  case  ?  Is  not 
then  the  remedy  we  have  proposed  practicable?  Has  it  ever  been 
tried  and  found  to  fail  ?  Has  the  slightest  rational  attempt  been  made 
by  this  governor,  or  by  the  St.  Vincent  legislature,  to  facilitate  their 
own  professed  intention  to  abolish  Sunday  markets?  And  yet  Sir  C. 
Brisbane, ofterine  his  counsel  on  this  subject  to  the  Crown,  to  whom  he  is 
bound  to  give  faithful  counsel,tell?  the  Secretary  of  State  that  "xoTtnxo 
font  absolute  force  will  remedy  the  evil  at  present  complained  of;"  al- 
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tlu)UL;li  lie  iiulcIu  kuow  tli;it  .v  hctlcr  uiiil  more  etKuctuul  remedy,  one  too 
ill  perfect  aeeonlaiue  willi  the  views  otliis  sinereii^n  and  of  parliament, 
and  one  unatten(ied  witli  ojjpression  and  cruelty  to  the  slave,  is  in  the 
power  of  the  lei^ii^hituie  over  which  he  presides;  and  <»n  this  he  is 
nevertheless  not  onlv  silent  in  his  intercourse  with  that  le;4:i>latuie;  I)ut, 
in  his  communications  to  the  minister  of  the  crown,  virtually  tlenies  that 
any  such  remedy  is  to  be  found,  it  would  be  ditHcult  tor  us  ade(iuately 
to  convey  our  impression  of  such  conduct.  , 

But  this  is  not  the  only  complaint  we  have  to  make  of  Sir  C.  Bris- 
bane as  to  the  discharLje  of  his  liii^h  functions.  He  now  informs  the 
Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  impossibility  which  has  been  experienced 
of  preserving;  the  sabbath  from  desecration  by  the  slaves.  But  in  a 
letter  of  his  dated  oiilv  six  months  earlier,  viz.  2fSth  November  1828, 
he  makes  to  Sir(i.  Murray  the  follf)win^  statement,  a  statement  which 
we  scrupled  not  at  the  time  to  affirm  to  be  wholly  at  war  with  fact, 
(See  No.  'il,  p.  1').}  "  In  St.  Vincent,  I  can  ttstify,  and  truly  de- 
clare., that  Sunday  is,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  expression,  a  day  of 
rest,  and  that  the  slaves  are  as  completely  exempt  as  they  can  he 
from  compulsory  lahour  on  that  day.  No  such  thiny  is  known,  nor 
do  the  masters  so  riyidly  exact  the  labour  of  the  slaves  on  the  other 
six  days  us  tn  render  lal>our,  on  their  part,  necessary  for  uffordiny  the 
means  of  subsistence."  In  the  passage  above  referred  to,  (No.  .52,) 
we  produced  decisive  proof  that  this  statement  was  incoiTect.  Accord- 
ini^ly,  wh(-n  Sir  G.  Murray,  who  appears  to  have  learnt  from  some  other 
(juarter  the  real  slate  of  the  case,  in  his  letter  of  the  2iul  April,  182*),  calls 
on  the  'governor  for  a  specific  report  on  the  subject,  the  Clovernor  is 
forced  ti>  give  a  flat  contradiction  to  his  former  statement,  by  shewing 
that  the  slaves  were  compelled  to  traffic  on  Sunday,  no  other  time 
being  given  them;  and  he  paints  the  desecration  of  the  Sunday,  as  an 
evil  incurable  except  by  absolute  force,  in  as  vivid  colours  as  he  for- 
merly described  its  repose.  Contrast  his  two  letters  with  each  other. 
Both  cannot  be  true.  In  fact  neither  is  true.  He  seems  in  the 
first  case  to  deny  the  fact  of  the  desecration  of  Sunday,  lest  it  should 
be  supjjosed  the  planters  did  not  give  full  time  to  the  slaves  both  to 
go  to  market,  and  to  labour  for  their  subsistence  during  the  week. 
And  when  the  real  facts  came  to  Sir  G.  Murray's  knowledge,  and  he 
is  questioned  upon  them,  then  he  admits  what  he  before  denied,  and 
throws  all  the  blame  on  the  slaves,  whose  inveterate  attachment  to 
Sunday  markets  prevents  the  pious  wishes  of  the  planters  from  being 
carried  into  effect;  whereas  he  should  have  pointed  out  to  the  displeasure 
of  the  crown  and  of  the  country,  the  irreligious,  sordiil,  and  contuma- 
cious spirit  of  the  planters  which  had  refused  to  appropriate  to  the 
<;laves  any  other  time  for  marketing  than  the  Sunday,  of  which  they 
had  been  deprived.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Holberton,  then  officiating  as 
a  clergyman  in  St.  Vincent,  complains  that  he  cannot  ()t)tain  an  at- 
tendance of  the  slaves  on  Sunday,  until  "  their  obligation  to  cultivate 
their  lands  on  the  sabbath  ceases,"  which  obligation  he  affirms  to  exist 
on  all  but  one  or  two  estates,  where  a  day  in  lieu  of  Sunday  is  given. 
Now  whom  are  we  to  believe;  Mr.  Holberton  who  makes  this  state- 
ment; or  Sir  C.Brisbane. who  having  first  -'tcsf>frd^n(\  truly  declared" 


Correspondence  with  Colonial  Governments — Tohayo.  \) 

that  Sunday  in  St.  Vincent  was  "  in  the  fullest  sense, of  the  expression 
a  day  of  rest,"  shortly  after  stultifies  his  own  testimony,  by  adniittint;- 
its  constant  and  notorious  desecration,  even  in  the  chief  town  of  the 
island,  attributing^  it  entirely  to  the  irreligion  and  immorality  of  the 
slaves,  when  he  mij^ht  have  known  that  it  was  absolutely  forced  upon 
them  by  the  irreli^ion,  inmiorality,  and  cupiditv  of  their  masters  ? 

We  are  sorry  to  detain  our  readers  with  these  details  and  reasonings. 
They  are  essential  to  the  rie:ht  understanding  of  the  enormities  of  this 
slave  system,  which  is  bottomed  in  crime  and  injustice,  and  can  only 
be  supported  by  delusive  representations  on  the^part  of  those  who  live 
by  it.  The  artful  disguises  which  are  used  to  veil  this  mass  of  iniquity 
from  the  publir  view  must  be  stripped  off,  and  it  can  onlv  be  done 
effectually  by  siif  h  minute  examinations  as  we  have  now  instituted. 

There  is,  also,  ti>  these  papers,  a  letter  of  Sir  George  Murray,  dated 
3d  September,  \h2U,  disallowing  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  St.  Vin- 
cent, on  Slave  P.vidence.  We  can  only  infer  the  nature  of  that  act 
from  the  just  an'!  able  comments  of  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary. 
The  law,  he  «-i■.^.  lias  been  disallowed,  "  because  it  introduces  a  dis- 
tinction betwf  1^  :  the  competency  of  (slave)  witnesses,  with  reference  to 
the  free  or  sen'  "^  condition  of  tlie  person  upon  the  trial  of  whom  their 
evidence  may  oe  tendered.  If  the  party  accused  be  a  freeman,  then 
the  certificaT.^'  of  a  religious  teacher,  that  the  slave  is  adequately  in- 
structed to  uni'..'.rstand  the  nature  and  obligation  of  an  oath  is  required; 
but  if  the  arr  used  party  be  a  slave,  then  this  condition  is  dispensed 
with.  Ther*-  j".  however,  no  valid  ground  for  this  distinction.  If  the 
kirislature  siv.  uld  deem  it  right  to  dispense  with  certificates  of  this 
nature  in  all  cases,  his  Majesty  will  be  advised  to  sanction  a  law  of 
that  nature,  but  the  rule  which  creates  the  necessity  of  producing  such 
certificates  must  either  be  maintained  in  all  cases,  or  abolished  in  all." 
What  an  impression  of  the  unfitness  of  the  planters  for  the  office  of 
legislators  does  such  a  circumstance  convey!  The  slaves  seem  far 
more  fit  for  freedom  than  the  masters  are  for  legislation. 

5.    Tobago.  . 

The  Governor  of  this  island,  Colonel  Blackwell,*  has  transmitted  a 
new  slave  act,  passed  in  August  1829,  in  a  letter  dated  the  2.3rd  of  that 
month,  in  which  he  says,  "  This  Act,  I  have  much  satisfaction  in 
thinking,  embraces  nearly  all  the  principal  points  recommended  by  his 
Majesty's  Government — and  in  as  far  as  unrestricted  slave  evidence ; 
trial  by  jurv,  under  every  circumstance  of  a  criminal  nature,  similar  to 
persons  of  free  condition  ;  with  the  full  means  of  acquiring  every  kind 
of  property,  or  disposing  of  it,  has  surpassed  them.  The  onhj  clause 
of  any  consequence,  differing  from  the  draft  of  the  Bill  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  forward  to  you  on  the  30th  May  last,  which  has  been  thrown 
out,  is  that  of  carrying  the  whip  into  the  field  ;  and  here  I  have  to  ob- 
serve, that  I  may  assure  you  even  this  measure  will  be  completely 
neutralized,  since  I  have  the  pledge  of  two  gentlemen,  who  are  the 
attorneys  of  the  greater  part  of  the  estates  in  this  island,  that  it  is  their 
intention  immediately  to  order  a  discontinuance  of  the  practice  upon 

*  See  No.  29,  p.  113. 
c 
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all  the  estates  over  wliioli  they  hold  a  chartje ;  iirul  t'nun  thi-  inriu.  iice 
which  these  t^entlemcii  possess  throughout  the  island,  I  can  have  little 
hesitation  in  ii:ivin;j;  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the  peiio<l  is  not  tar  distant 
when  the  whip  in  the  field  will  tall  into  total  disuse." — "  [  am  hound 
to  represent  the  extremely  liberal  t'eelinji;  which  very  y^enerally  exists 
ihioui^hout  the  island  in  favour  ot"  the  slave  jiopulation,  and  which  has 
been  turther  called  into  action  tVoin  the  uniform,  peaceable,  respectful, 
and  orderly  conduct  of  the  slaves  themselves.  Indeed,  crime  of  any 
mai^nitude  is  seldom  heard  of;  and  that  cruelty  or  unnecessary  op- 
pression does  not  exist,  can  be  better  proved  from  the  circumstance  of 
haviiit^  laid  myself  out  to  listen  to  the  complaints  of  all  slaves  conceiv- 
ing themselves  to  be  aggrieved  ;  and  that  no  one  instance  of  complaint 
has  come  before  me  for  the  last  six  or  eight  months." 

Now  it  is  really  too  large  a  demand  on  the  credulity,  either  of 
Sir  George  Murray,  or  the  British  public,  tor  this  gentleman  to  sub- 
stitute the  pledge  of  intention  on  the  part  of  two  planting  attorneys, 
for  the  provisions  of  a  law  duly  sanctioned,  as  a  security  for  the  backs 
of  13,000  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  from  the  driving-whip;  and  to  desire 
us  to  believe  that  though  those  two  men  could  not  obtain  a  law,  from 
twelve  or  fourteen  of  the  most  intelliirent  men  in  the  island,  |)rohibitinu; 
the  whip  in  the  field,  their  influence  will  obtain,  from  the  whole  commu- 
nity of  planters,  the  disuse  of  it  without  the  intervention  of  law.  What 
a  strange  estimate  must  he  have  formed  of  Sir  Georire  Murray's  under- 
standing, or  of  that  of  the  public  at  large;  or  how  strangely  blinded 
must  he  be  by  colonial  prejudice,  gravely  to  bring  forward  so 
feeble  a  pretext  for  acquiescing  in  the  pertinacious  refusal  of  the 
Tobago  planters  to  put  down  the  driving-whip  by  law! 

But  let  us  examine  the  correctness  of  the  Ciovernor's  statement.  He 
says,  "  This  act,  I  have  much  satisfaction  in  thinking,  embraces  nearly 
all  the  principal  points  recommended  by  his  Majesty's  (ioverninent," 
and  in  some,  he  adds,  it  even  surpasses  them. 

Now  let  us  first  notice  the  points  of  that  recommendation  entirely 
omitted  in  this  act. 

The  first  is  the  appointment  of  *an  independent  Protector,  who  hav- 
ing no  interest  in  sl.tve  |)roperty,  shall  watch  over  the  interests  of  the 
slave.  The  high  expediency  of  such  an  appointment  is  fully  admitted, 
even  by  the  Council  of  Tobago,  in  their  report  of  February'  I '2,  1827. 
"  They  can  see  no  good  or  valid  objection  to  the  appointment  of  such 
an  officer.  Whatever  rules  may  be  framed  for  the  protection  of  the 
slave  population,  it  is  obvious  that  they  will  require  some  person  to 
look,  after  their  enforcement,  as  it  can  never  be  reasonably  expectexl 
that  an  unpaid  maijistracy  will  take  upon  themselves,  voluntarily,  the 
obnoxious  character  of  informers.  If,  therefore,  laws  are  to  he  made 
for  the  protection  of  the  slaves,  there  should  be  a  sworn  and  salaried 
officer  to  watch  over  their  obsenance." 

Fully  concurring  in  these  sentiments  of  the  Coujicil  of  Tobavro,  we 
can  see,  in  so  much  of  this  new  act  as  pretends  to  amelioration,  nothiin^ 
which  is  not  rendered  nugatory  by  the  want  of  this  executory  principle . 

2.  On  the  subject  of  Sunday  markets  and  Sunday  labour,  wo  should 
only  have  to  repeat  what  is  said  above,  under  the  head  of  St.  Vincent, 

3.  The  driving-whip  is  not  prohibited  by  this  act. 
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4.  Females  may  still  be  fldi^getl,  but  improper  exposure  in  flogging 
is  forbidden. 

5.  No  record  of  arbitrary  punishment  is  required  by  it.' 

6.  The  provisions  for  facilitating^  manumission  are  wholly  rejected. 

7.  It  does  not  punish  cruelty  to  a  slave  bv  authorizing;  his  liberation. 

8.  The  marriage  of  slaves  is  subjected  to  ^jrievous  restrictions,  and 
can  only  be  solemnized  by  a  clerg;yman.  No  slave  marriage,  as  far  as 
we  are  yet  informed,  has  ever  taken  place  in  Tobago.  The  latest  re- 
turn that  we  have  seen  is  Nil. 

9.  But  though  there  is  not  one  married  slave  in  Tobago,  and  though 
the  legislature,  by  its  restrictions,  would  seem  determined  to  prevent 
marriage  in  all  time  to  come,  yet  it  refuses,  in  its  wisdom,  to  forbid  the 
separation  by  sale  of  families  by  repute,  as  is  done  in  the  Crown  Co- 
lonies, and  confines  the  prohibition,  on  an  i.sland  where  there  is  not  a 
married  slave,  to  slaves  legally  married — and  this,  say  the  planters, 
lest  by  doing  so,  they  should  encourage  licentiousness !  They  have 
encouraged  licentiousness  hitherto  by  their  own  example.  They  have 
never  taken  a  step  to  sanction  the  marriage  of  slaves,  or  to  induce 
them  to  marry  till  the  present  act  was  framed,  which  act  throws  nearly 
insuperable  impediments  in  its  way  ;  and  yet  they  refuse  to  recognize, 
for  the  merciful  purpose  of  non-separation,  those  ties  which  alone  they 
have  encouraged  !  Such  is  West  India  legislation  !  And  such  Colonel 
Blackwell's  estimate  of  what  is  in  conformitv  with  the  views  of  the 
British  Government !  This  act,  he  says,  embraces  nearly  all  the 
points  which  that  Government  has  recommended  ! 

Then  as  to  the  only  two  points  which  the  act  even  affects  to  embrace; 
one,  though  adopted  in  terms,  we  mean  the  law  of  property,  is  rendered 
inoperative  by  the  want  of  a  protector,  or  of  any  authorized  channel 
for  vindicating  the  slave's  rights  of  property.  The  other,  that  of  slave 
evidence,  we  trust  will  be  of  use,  as  the  provisions  on  this  head  seem 
to  be  at  least  as  unexceptionable  as  those  in  the  Order  of  Council, 
(still  remembering  that  there  is  here  no  protector  to  enforce  them)  and 
therefore  the  Tobago  legislature  must  have  full  i-fdit  for  them.  But 
still  how  very  fur  does  all  this  fall  short  of  the  representations  of  the 
govcruor ! 

But,  besides  those  most  important  omissions  which  we  have  men- 
tioned, we  have  other  complaints  to  prefer  against  this  new  slave 
code,  of  which  the  governor  thinks  so  highly. 

The  41st  clause  of  the  Act  of  August  \H'2'.i,  allowed  to  the  slave  for 
the  purpose  of  cultivating  his  provision  grounds,  one  day  in  every  week 
from  the  1st  day  of  May  to  the  3 1st  day  of  December  in  each  year.  (See 
Papers  bv  command  of  18-24.  p.  101.)  This  .^ave  to  the  slave  thirty- 
five  days  in  the  year  for  his  provision  grounds.  The  legislators  of 
Tobago  appear  to  have  repented  of  this  libt- rality  ;  for  in  the  !)th  clause 
of  the  Act  of  August  18-29,  the  grant  of  a  day  in  the  week  is  limited 
to  the  period  between  the  1st  of  May  and  the  1st,  not  the  31st,  of  De- 
cember, thus  cutting  off  from  the  slave  four  days  at  least,  if  not  five  ; 
besides  which,  the  owner  or  manager  is  permitted  to  mulct  the  slaves 
four  davs  more,  at  his  discretion,  by  way  of  commutation  for  corporal 
chastisement,  thus  reducmg  the  grant  to  twenty-six  days.  Nay.  it  is 
even  declared  by  this  new  and   improved   law.  that    if  the  gang  shall 
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iiusbfhave.  or  it'  uny  owner  or  manager  shall  not  he  able  to  discover 
the  jierpetmtor  "  of  mnj  larcenij  or  depredation  or  other  ('//"frtrr," 
it  shall  and  niav  be  lawt'ul  tor  him  "  to  deprive  such  sranoj"  (the  whole 
li^nic)  "  or  such  part  thereof  as  he  may  deem  tit,  of  one  or  more  of  the 
davs  hereby  allowed,  or  of  one  or  more  allowances  of  food,  or  to  defer 
senintj  out  of  the  clothim;,  <i'C.,as  a  pun::»hment  for  the  misbehaviour, 
or  until  the  perpetrator  shall  l)e  discovered."  And  this  new  and  most 
luicjuitous  principle  of  law,  the  punishment  of  the  innocent  with  a  view 
to  the  detection  of  the  guilty,  is  introduced,  as  an  amelioratin;;  provi- 
sion, into  a  slave  Act  of  18'29,  and,  we  fear,  may  even  have  received 
the  sanction  of  the  crown. — Attain;  in  the  Act  of  18-23,  ^  :M,  owners, 
i^c,  are  recjuired  to  ijive  their  slaves  sufficient  food  and  clolhinir  (not 
sptcitvinf;  (|uantitv)  under  a  penalty  of  ten  pounds  for  every  sUivt; 
not  siifhciently  i'vd,  and  ten  pounds  more  for  every  slave  not  sutti- 
cit-ntly  clothed.  The  present  Act,  ^  9, also  requires  in  the  same  va^-iie 
terms,  that  evorv  owner  shall  provide  all  his  slaves  "  with  comfortable 
lodirinj;,  suthcient  food,  and  decent  clothing,"  and  every  person  who 
shall  wilfully  nei^lect  or  refuse  to  do  so  ''  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  forty  shilliiii/s  sterlinj;  for  every  slave  not  by  him  provided  with 
food  and  clothin<j."  The  food  and  clothing  of  a  slave  must  cost 
little  if  forty  shillinu;s  be  an  adequate  penalty  to  deter  men  from  neg- 
lecting to  supply  them,  beint;  also  so  very  much  less  than  was  thought 
e\j)Ldient  in  1  s23.  The  |)enalty  too  is  the  same  whether  the  scanty 
supply  of  food  and  clothing  be  for  a  day,  or  a  month,  or  a  year. 
— What  value  can  we  .ittix  to  such  senseless  enactments? 

But  we  are  enabled,  bv  the  succeeding  clause  of  the  Act,  ^  10,  to  es- 
timate wliat  the  legislature  of  Toba'zo  reirards  as  sufficient  food  and 
clothing  :  for  even  when  a  body  of  complaining  slaves  shall  have  satis- 
factorily proved  their  allowance  to  be  insufficient,  and  the  magistrate 
interposes ;  what  is  the  rule  given  for  his  guidance ;  in  other  words, 
wliat  is  the  maximum  of  food  and  clothing  allowed  by  law  to  the  shxve  ? 
It  is,  in  the  case  of  food,  five  quarts  of  flour  weekly  for  an  adult  work- 
ing slave ;  the  allowance  in  Jamaica  for  a  slave  confined  in  gaol  being 
ten  (juarts  and  a  half;  with  the  addition  of  some  salt  fish  in  both  cases. 
The  prison  allowance  of  Jamaica  is  thus  more  than  double  the  allow- 
ance of  the  working  field  slave  in  Tobago ;  and  even  this  scanty  al- 
lowance,whichthe  maijistrates  have  no  powerixiven  them  to  enlarge, they 
are  armed  with  a  power  of  al)ridgini;  at  their  discretion.  They  are  em- 
powered to  give  the  specified  allowance,  or  "  so  much  or  such  parts 
thereof  as  to  the  justices  in  their  discretion  shall  seem  meet."  A  simi- 
lar discretion  is  given  as  to  the  annual  allowance  of  clothinir,  the  maxi- 
mum of  which,  to  plantation  slaves,  is  six  yards  of  pennistone,  six  yards 
of  osnaburgh,  and  a  hat,  a  blanket  being  added  once  in  three  years; 
making  the  annual  value  of  the  whole,  including  a  third  of  the  blanket, 
from  fifteen  to  ei'j:hteen  shillinsirs.  To  other  than  plantation  slaves 
the  maximum  of  the  weekly  allowance  for  subsistence  is  ''  money,  or 
provisions,  ecpiivalent  to  tuo  shillinf/s  sterlinff"  (nearly  three-pence 
halfpt'unva  day,)  and  "an  annual  allowance  of  one  suit  of  clothing."* 
We  mavconceive  to  what  a  state  this  one  suit  of  flimsy  clothing  must 


'  Here  we  have  m  fact  the  slave's  maximum  of  wages  in  Tobago ! 
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be  reduced  before  the  year  has  gone  its  round.  And  this  is  the  slave 
'•ode  ol'Tobae:o  in  1829  !  of  that  island  where  the  estates  of  Mr,  Keith 
Douj^-las,  the  champion  of  West  Indian  interests,  are  situated,  and  of 
the  humanity  of  whose  le.^f*«lation  he  has  so  often  and  so  loudly  boasted 
in  the  House  of  Commons! 

Then  we  have  one  clause  about  religious  instruction  unaccompanied  by 
any  penalty,  or  sanction,  or  any  allotment  of  time  or  means  ;  and  an- 
other, about  reslrainintr  the  number  of  stripes  to  twenty  by  an  owner  or 
manaijer  (called  overseer  in  Jamaica,)  and  six  by  an  overseer  (called 
book-kefjK-r  in  Jamaica,)  without  any  specijic  penalty  attached;  while 
it  leaves  the  owner  or  manager  at  liberty,  in  cases  not  cognizable  by 
Inic,  that  is,  in  cases  of  mere  plantation  disciphne,  where  he  thinks 
twenty  lashes  too  little  for  the  offence,  to  apply  to  a  matjistrate  who 
shall  have  power  to  increase  the  twenty  to  thirty-nine. — The  new  Act 
continues  to  sanction  that  terrible  principle  of  colonial  law  which 
makes  a  black  skin  presumptive  evidence  of  slavery;  so  that  every  black 
man  who  is  not  claimed  by  any  owner,  and  cannot  produce  legal  proof 
of  his  freedom,  may  be  sold  into  interminable  bondage  for  the  benefit 
of  the  island  treasury. 

"We  have  deemed  it  right,  at  this  time,  to  shew  the  public  the  exact 
progress  which  colonial  reform  has  made  in  the  year  1829,  as  exem- 
plified bv  this  act,  bearing  date  in  that  year,  and  held  forth  by  a 
British  governor  of  one  of  our  colonies,  as  satisfying  almost  every  re- 
«|uirenient  of  humanitv.  If  he  is  satisfied,  he  will  find  that  England 
will  not  be  satisfied  with  such  outrages  under  the  pretence  of  ameliora- 
tion ;  but  will  only  feel  the  more  strongly  the  necessity  of  sweeping 
awav  such  a  system  root  and  branch. 

But,  savs  the  governor,  in  proof  of  the  lenity  of  the  Tobago  system, 
"  I  have  laid  myself  out  to  listen  to  complaints  of  slaves,  and  no 
instance  of  complaint  has  come  before  me  for  the  last  six  or  eight 
months."  In  what  capacity  it  is  that  the  governor  of  Tobago  acts  in 
listening  to  and  redressing  the  complaints  of  slaves,  he  does  not  in- 
fonn  us  ;  but  we  know  that  in  this  very  new  Act  of  which  he  boasts, 
and  under  a  system  which  he  applauds  as  so  lenient,  there  is  a  clause, 
I  2-3,  that  if  tlit  complaint  of  a  slave  to  the  justices  be  found  frivolous 
and  vexatious,  such  slave  so  complaining  shall  be  punishea  by  their 
order,  with  stripes  not  exceedin<j  thirty-nine,  or  by  commitment  to  hard 
labour  for  a  month  ;  and  this  not  after  a  trial  for  the  specific  crime,  or 
after  beiuirduly  arraiirned,  with  time  to  prepare  witnesses,  &c.;  but.  on 
the  instant,  if  the  complainant  shall  not  have  proved  his  complaint, 
these  magistrates  not  only  may,  but  shall  punish  such  slave  as  above. 
We  need  not  wonder  that  there  are  no  complaining  slaves  in  Toba^ro. 

But  still  it  may  be  alleged,  that  there  is  in  Tobago  no  fair  ground  of 
complaint.  So  seems  to  think  the  governor  Colonel  Blackwell.  There, 
he  tells  us,  there  exists  generally  "  an  extremely  liberal  feeling  in 
favour  of  the  slave  population,"  and  that  "  cruelty  or  unnecessary  op- 
pression" actually  have  no  existence  there. — The  utter  fallacy  of  this 
statement,  as  it  respects  the  Slave  law  in  Tobago,  has  already  been 
shewn.  Let  us  now  look,  for  a  further  and  decisive  confutation  of  such 
delusive  and  injurious,  because  groundless,  representations,  to  the 
practical  effects  of  the  svstcm  on  thcslave  population, — "the  peaceable. 
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respectful,  and  orderly"  slave  populaiion,  us  he  terms  theni,  «if  this 
island.  Now  did  it  ever  oceiir  to  him  to  impure  what  pro(it"s  were  to 
be  found,  in  the  progressive  increase  or  decrease  of  that  well  eon- 
ducted  and  meritorious  class  of  persons,  of  the  lenity  and  kindness 
with  which  thev  are  treated:  of  the  abundance  of  their  food,  or  of  the 
inddness  of  their  toil.  As  he  has  omitted  to  do  it,  we  will  now  apply 
this  decisive  test,  both  of  the  treatment  of  the  slaves  of  Tobasfo,  and  of 
its  governor's  capacity  to  pronounce  upon  it. 

In  Tobago,  the  proportion  of  the  sexes  is  now,  and  has  long:  been, 
such  as  is  tavourable  to  the  increase  of  population.  In  1829,  the 
males  bv  the  Retjistry  were  5.996,  and  the  females  6,757,  and  this 
proportion  has  little  varied  for  many  years.  In  ordinary  circumstan- 
ces, therefore,  no  one  would  have  doubted  that  a  population  so  cir- 
cumstanced must  have  increased.  But  wliat  is  the  fact  ?  Tlie  return 
of  1825  yjives  a  population  of  1:3,68'}  slaves,  that  of  1829,  of  12,723, 
exhibiting  a  decrease  of  960  in  four  years,  being  very  nearly  2  per 
cent,  per  annum.  If  we  go  back  for  ten  years,  the  result  will  be  at 
least  equally  unfavourable.  In  1819,  the  population  was  15,470,  in 
1829,  12,723,  being  a  decrease  of  2,747  in  that  time.  Here  then  we 
have  an  appalling  waste  and  destruction  of  human  life  among  this 
happy,  uncomplaining  peasantry,  which  may  well  lead  us  to  question 
the  correctness  of  (jovernor  Blackwell's  evidence.  But  when  we 
compare  this  result  with  that  oi  free  blacks  in  every  other  part  of  the 
world,  and  even  with  slaves  in  some  parts  of  the  world,  not  devoted  to 
sugar  culture,  we  shall  find  that  the  population  of  1819,  instead  of 
having  dwindled  in  ten  vears  to  12,700,  ought  to  have  ^njwn  to  nearly 
20,000,  the  ditf'erence  constituting  a  waste  of  human  lives,  in  this  [)etty 
possession  of  ( Ireat  Britain,  arising  fr<>tn  the  deathful  and  murderous 
system  to  which  we  cling  with  such  atiection,  amounting  to  upwards 
of  7,000.*  Can  we  with  our  eves  oj)en  persist  in  such  a  course  '  It  is 
impossible.  If  we  do,  the  displeasure  of  the  Almighty,  the  avenger  of 
the  oppressed  and  desolate,  must  light  upon  us.  And  how  know  we 
that  it  has  not  already  begun  its  inflictions?  Are  the  signs  of  the  times 
so  illegible  ?  .Are  the  evils  already  inflicted,  and  under  which  we  are 
even  now  suflering,  no  calls  to  penitence  ?  .\re  the  plagues  of  Egypt 
pregnant  with  no  warning ;  are  they  no  ensample  to  us  ?  And  do  not 
ours  proclaim  as  loudly,  "  Let  the  people  go  " — "  undo  the  heavy 
burden;   let  the  oppressed  go  free." 

6.    The  Crown  Colonies. 

These  papers  contain  a  circular  letter  of  Sir  George  Murray,  dated  the 
4th  February,  1830,  addressed  to  the  Governcjrs  of  Trinidad,  Berbico, 
Demerara,  St.  Lucia,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  Mauritius, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  2d  February,  1830, 
consolidating  into  one  all  the  former  orders  issued  in  Trinidad,  and 
elsewhere,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery.  The  substance  of  this  order  ha« 
been  already  given,  and  its  provisions  commented  upon,  in  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Reporter,  No.  58,  to  which  we  must  refer  our  readers.  This 
order  extends,  as  they  are  aware,   not  only   to  Trinidad,  but  to  the 

•  The  manumissions,  if  we  knew  them,  would  make  some  slight  abatement, 
but  they  have  not  been  returned  frum  Tobago. 
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other  five  Crown  Colonies,  some  regulations  of  detail  beiiio;  left  to  be 
filled  up  by  the  respective  Governors  of  those  colonies,  according  to 
their  varying  local  cirumstances.  It  is  to  the  manner  of  framing  these 
regulations  that  this  despatch  of  Sir  G.'N^urray  chiefly  refers. 

1.  The  Governor  is  empowered  by  k  5,  to  permit  the  Protector  to 
hire  domestic  slaves,  only  if  it  be  found'  impossible  to  hire  free  domes- 
tics ;  and  Sir  George  is  so  impressed  with  the  importance  of  rescuing 
this  officer  from  every  temptation  to  fail  in  executing  the  duties  of  his 
office,  that  he  directs  the  Governor  not  to  dis{)ense  with  the  rule  ex- 
cept in  case  of  evident  necessity,  and  to  no  greater  extent  than  may 
be  cjearli/  unavoidable. " 

2.  In  filling  up  any  temporary  vacancy  of  Protector,  the  Governor 
will  appoint  no  one  who  is  himself  an  owner  of  slaves,  unless  there  be 
found  an  absolute  impracticability  of  appointing  one  who  is  not. 

3.  The  Governor,  on  the  entire  abolition  of  Sunday  markets,  is  au- 
thorised to  name  another  day  fur  the  weekly  market,  and  the  hours  at 
which  it  shall  be  holden.  "On  this  subject,"  he  says,  "you  will 
c6nsult  as  far  as  possible  the  convenience  of  the  proprietors,  and  make 
such  arrangements  as  you  shall  think  best  calculated  to  induce  them 
to  sanction  the  resort  of  their  slaves  to  market."  This  is  reallv  doing 
nothing  but  trifling  with  the  whole  of  this  important  subject!^  It  is 
repeating  and  sanctioning  all  the  inconvenience  and  even  oppression 
to  the  slave,  which  we  have  already  so  fully  adverted  to  in  this 
number,  (see  above,  p.  7,)  in  the  case  of  St.  Vincent;  and  which  we 
have  remarked  upon  also  at  large  in  treating  of  this  subject,  in  No.  58, 
p.  134.  Nothing  has  surprised  us  more  than  the  course  which  the 
different  Secretaries  of  State  have  pursued  on  this  point.  Their 
practical  measures  seem  irreconcileable  with  their  professed  principles. 

4.  The  next  direction  of  Sir  George  Murray  we  shall  give  entire,  as 
it  M'ill  call  for  some  observations. 

"The  general  prohibition  of  the  labour  of  slaves  on  Sunday,  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  clause,  §  21,  which  exempts  from  the  rule  works  of  'neces- 
sity.' It  is  obvious,  however,  that  a  general  jirinciple,  laid  down  in 
terms  thus  comprehensive,  would  afibrd  occasions  for  continual  evasions 
of  the  law,  unless  some  method  were  taken  to  give  an  authoritative 
and  more  definite  interpretation  to  these  expressions.  It  is  merefore 
referred  to  you  to  define  with  all  possible  precision  every  work  of 
necessity  in  which  slaves  may  be  employed  on  Sunday,  and  to  restrict 
such  employment  by  such  conditions  as  you  mav  think  just.  Such  a 
necessitv  may  arise  either  from  unforeseen  accidents,  such  as  confla- 
grations, or  hurricanes  ;  or  from  exigencies  of  habitual  recurrence.  Of 
course,  there  can  be  no  good  reason  why  slaves  should  be  exempted 
from  the  obligation,  incumbent  upon  all  other  members  of  society,  of 
labouring  on  a  Sunday  to  prevent  or  to  arrest  the  progress  of  acciden- 
tal calamities.  But  in  those  cases  in  which  the  demand  for  their 
labour  grows  out  of  a  course  of  husbandry  or  manufacture,  which 
systematically  encroaches  on  the  day  of  rest,  the  subject  must  be  re- 
garded in  a  different  light.     A   necessity   which  is   thus  deliberately 

*Aiid  yet,  in  the  Chartered  Colonies,  tlie  only  legal  protectors  of  the  slaves  are 
all  slave  holders. 


\G     Correspoiidfiice  nith  Colonial  Governments — Crown  Colonies. 

created  by  the  proprietor,  ^ives  him  no  valid  chiim  on  the  services  of 
the  slave.  The  rural  and  nianufacturino:  economy,  however,  of  suj^r 
colonies,  is  not,  I  fear,  at  present  compatible  with  an  entire  cessation 
of  all  such  labour  on  that  day  ;  nor  can  I  hope  that  the  habits  of  the 
cultivator  will,  in  this  respect,  undergo  an  immediate  change.  For 
the  present,  therefore,  you  will,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  committi-d 
to  you,  sanction  the  performance  of  those  agricultural  or  manuf.ictu- 
rinij  processes,  the  neglect  of  which  might  be  attended  with  serious  and 
irreparable  injury.  But,  in  authorising  any  such  relaxation  of  the 
general  rule,  you  will  remember  and  act  upon  the  principle  that  these 
habitual  encroachments  on  the  repose  of  Sunday,  are  parts  of  t!ie  colo- 
nial system  which  cannot  too  soon  be  abandoned  altogether;  that  ser- 
vices of  this  nature  cannot  even  now  be  demanded,  exctpt  with  the  free 
consent  of  the  slave ;  and  that  for  every  such  deduction  from  the  time 
secured  to  him  for  repose,  by  the  law  of  religion,  the  slave  is  entitled  to 
some  just  compensation  from  the  owner  to  whom  his  services  are  ren- 
dered." 

It  is  added,  that  in  all  proclamations  on  this  subject,  the  use  of 
general  and  vague  language  is  to  be  avoided,  so  as  to  prevent  any 
fraudulent  evasion  of  the  law  ;  and  if  such  evasions  are  practised  they 
must  be  met  by  additional  and  more  explicit  proclamations. 

Now  we  fullv  admit  that  fires  and  Hoods  and  hurricanes,  when  they 
occur  on  Sundays,  may  require  the  utmost  exertions  of  every  indi- 
vidual to  prevent  or  avert  their  disastrous  etfects ;  and  we  do  not 
absolutely  deny  that  occasions  may  occur  in  all  countries,  in  which  it 
may  be  necessary  to  make  extraordinary  etibrts  to  preserve  some 
valuable  fruits  of  the  earth  from  destruction.  But  we  do  deny  that 
there  is,  or  has  been,  in  the  rural  and  manufiicturing  processes  of  sugar 
colonies,  any  thing  at  all  incompatible  with  the  same  observance  of 
the  rest  of  Sunday,  which  attends  the  agricultural  processes  of  this 
or  of  any  other  country.  And  we  challenge  West  Indians  to  shew 
wherein  the  incompatibility  exists.  We  deny  its  existence  altogether. 
We  are  aware  that  West  Indians  have  often  confidently  affirmed  this 
incompatibility,  and  they  seem  to  have  succeeded  in  persuading  Sir  G. 
Murray  and  his  predecessors,  that  there  is  truth  in  their  representa- 
tions; but  we  know  them  to  be  groundless,  and  we  defv  them  to  spe- 
cify a  single  agricidtural  or  manufacturing  process  which  requires  any 
peculiar  encroachment  on  the  rest  of  the  Sunday  beyond  what  is  re- 
quired in  England  or  anv  other  country.  The  cows  of  a  farmer  must  be 
milked  on  Sunday  as  well  as  on  Saturday,  and  cofiee  may  re([uire,  in 
certain  states  of  the  drying  process,  to  be  turned  on  Sunday,  but  even 
this  last  trivial  exception  can  only  be  very  occasional.  But  in  the 
processes  of  growing  and  manufacturing  sugar  there  can  arise  no 
necessity  for  Sunday  labour,  which  is  not  created  by  the  improvidence 
or  the  cupidity  of  the  owner  or  manager  of  the  plantation.  Such  ne- 
cessity can  only  arise  from  one  cause,  namely,  the  not  stoppmg  the 
cutting  and  the' grinding  of  canes  in  time  to  allow  the  cane  juice  to  be 
boiled  into  sugar,  and  removed  into  casks  before  Sunday  arrives.  The 
time  which  this  process  takes  is  so  accurately  knt)wn,  that  not  the 
slightest  ditficulty  could  occur,  if  only  managers  were  disposed  to  pre- 
vent the    iiecessitv   of  Sunday  labour,  by    making  the  arrangement* 
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requisite  to  that  end  ;  and  which  mi;;lit  he  done  without  the  slij^htesl  m- 
fonvenience,  excej)!  that  of  somewhat  aluiduin-j:  the  quantity  of  su^ar 
made  in  a  week.  If  on  the  present  phiri  of  enrroachinii,-  on  the  Sun- 
day an  estate  makes  twenty  hoc^sheads  of  siitrar  in  a  week,  it  mi<j:ht.  it 
is  true,  if  Sunday  be  not  encroached  ^(n\,  make  only  nineteen,  or 
nineteeen  and  a  half,  and  this  would  berhe  utmost  extent  of  the  in- 
convenience. But  if  this  is  to  be  made  a  reason  for  encroaching  at  all 
on  the  Sunday,  it  would  be  an  equally  valid  reason  for  taking:  the 
whole  of  Sunday  in  order  to  swell  the  number  of  weekly  ho'^sheads  to 
twenty-one  or  twenty-two.  Fortunately  for  the  slave,  the  fires  must 
be  all  extingiiished  once  in  everv  week.  Now  whether  that  be  done 
at  six  on  Sunday  mornin^%  or  at  six  on  Saturday  evenina:,  or  at  a  still 
earlier  hour  on  that  day,  can  make  no  difiercnce  in  point  of  conve- 
nience to  the  master,  bevond  the  lessened  amount  of  his  weekly  manu- 
facture; while  it  obviously  makes  an  inmionse  difference  to  the  slave. 
It  will  appear  hence  that  no  ground  wiiatever  for  the  allcg-ed  neces- 
sity of  Sundav  labour  exists  in  suirar  colonies,  which  would  not  equally 
operate  in  this  country  on  the  farmer  and  the  miller,  and  the  manu- 
facturer of  every  description.  In  fact,  the  whole  is  founded  in  thai 
insatiable  apjjetite  for  the  exaction  of  negro  labour  which  forms  the 
characteristic  feature  of  the  West  India  system,  and  more  especially 
of  sugar  planting;;  and  not  in  any  circumstances  which  are  not  com- 
mon to  all  other  countries  in  all  other  parts  of  the  world.  Had  Sir 
G.  Murray,  therefore,  been  truly  informed  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
not  been  deluded  by  plausible  and  vuifounded  statements,  much  of 
what  he  has  said  on  this  subject,  mieht  have  been  spared,  which  will 
now  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  planters. 

5.  The  punislimentsto  be  substituted  for  flogging  in  thecase  of  females 
are  left  to  the  governor  ;  only  his  "  object  must  be  to  select  such  modes 
of  correction  as  may  impair  as  little  as  possible  the  sense  of  self  re- 
spect, and  may  operate  rather  on  the  moral  feelings  than  on  the  bodily 
sensations  of  the  sufferer.  Every  precaution  must  be  teiken  to  deter- 
mine the  nature  and  extent  of  these  punishments,  so  as  to  prevent 
their  being  made  the  source  of  abuse."  Sir  G.  alludes  to  the  frequent 
punishn)ent  of  the  offences  of  women  by  imprisoning  them  on  Sunday, 
by  which  they  are  made  to  suffer  severely,  losing  the  advantages  and 
gratifications  of  that  day,  without  any  deduction  of  the  labour  of  the 
estate;  and  which  o\ight  not  therefore  to  be  permitted  by  ♦!«•  master's 
own  domestic  authority. 

6.  All  regulations  adopted  for  executing  this  and  everv  other  part 
of  the  order  must  be  jjunctually  transnntted  for  His  Majesty's  ap- 
probation. 

7.  The  Protector's  half  yearly  reports  aie  to  be  made  in  forms 
which  are  prescribed  and  aiuiexed  to  this  despatch,  and  from  which 
forms  no  deviation  can  be  permitted.  The  forms,  we  think,  are  ad- 
mirably framed. 

8.  Proof  of  the  delivery  of  such  reports,  with  their  necessary 
adjuncts,  must  precede  the  payment  of  the  l^rolector's  salary,  and 
will  be  required  as  necessary  voucher^  by  the  aijditors  of  public 
accounts. 

'  1  am  well  aware,"  observes   Sir  (j.  Munav  ni  conclusion.   "  that 
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there  arc  some  topics  connected  with  the  cunilition  ot  siaveiv  which 
.iri-  uniittt'<l  in  this  oriier,  allhoiii^li  superior  ui  importance  to  some  ot" 
those  which  it  embraces,  ainon)^  which  1  may  particularly  mention  the 
duration  of  the  daily  labour  ot"  plantation  slaves,  their  food  uiid 
clothing,  and  above  all  their  reli'^ious  instruction.  It"  it  had  been  the 
desitrn  ot"  His  Majesty's  ministers  to  frame  a  complete  code  for  the 
o^overnment  of  the  slaves,  a  prominent  place  must  have  been  assigned 
to  topics  of  this  nature  :  but  for  the  present,  nothini;  further  has  been 
contemplated  than  to  consolidate  the  order  in  ^"ouncil  of  the  1 0th  of 
March,  18-4,  and  the  most  valuable  of  the  provisions  which  have  been 
engrafted  upon  it  by  supplementary  enactments,  either  in  Trinidad 
or  in  other  separate  Crown  colonies." 

In  reference  to  this  last  sentence.  Sir  (i.  Murray,  in  a  subsecpient 
circular  despatch  of  the  18th  February,  1830,  addressed  to  governors 
of  Crown  colonies,  thus  directs  their  attention  more  distinctly  to  some 
of  the  objects  it  embraces. 

"  With  respect  to  the  degree  of  labour  exacted  from  slaves  em- 
ployed in  agriculture  or  manufactures.  His  Majesty's  government  are 
not  in  possession  of  such  full  information  as  would  be  requisite  to 
enable  them  to  make  the  necessarv  legislative  provisions  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  has  indeed  been  very  generally  and  conHdently  maintained 
in  popular  discussion,  that  the  slaves,  employed  in  the  culture  of  sugar, 
are  engaged  either  at  the  field  or  at  the  works  of  the  estate,  for  so 
iapj;e  a  part  of  the  day  and  night,  as  to  have  no  sufficient  period  for 
natural  rest.  I  cannot  of  course  give  credit  to  statements  which  ap- 
pear in  print,  and  whi(  h  represent  that  the  slaves  on  a  su^ar  estate  in 
t'uU  cultivation  are  habitually  employed  for  fourteen  hours,  and  (K"ca- 
sionally  sixteen  or  even  eighteen  hours  r>ut  (jf  the  tweutv-four.  But  how- 
.ver  exa^irerated  statements  of  this  nature  may  be,  it  is  impossible  to 
doubt  that  some  levcislative  provision  is  necessary  f'or  the  prevention 
of  abuses  in  exacting  excessive  labour  from  slaves.* 

''  Enactments  conducing  to  this  object  have  recently  been  passed 
in  the  colonies  possessing  legislative  assemblies  ;t  and  in  the  absence 

•  Well  ini^lit  the  humane  and  liberal  inuid  ot"  Sir  (Jeop^e  .Murray  refuse  to 
believe  such  statements,  and  regard  them  as  wild  and  wantun  exaggerations.  He 
cuuld  neither  h;ive  had  access  to  that  body  of  conclusive  and  irrefragable  evi- 
dence by  wluth,  from  the  mouths  of  tfie  planters  themselves,  .Mr.  St(>phen  in  the 
■Jnd  volume  of  his  '•  Delineation"  has  demonstrated  the  truth  of  such  of  those 
sUiteinents  as  mi'/ht  seem  the  most  extrava<rant  ,md  appalling.  The  matter  is 
now  placed  beyond  all  further  question  by  the  appearance  of  that  extraordinary 
work.     See  chapters  iv,  v,  vi,  and  vii. 

t  Tliese  very  enactments  establish  the  excessive  exaction  of  labour  which  Sir 
(t.  Murray  deems  so  incredible.  That  of  Jamaica,  which  is  a  fair  specimen  of 
the  others,  makes  it  lawtul  to  exact  labour  tn  the  field  for  fourteen  hours  of  the 
day  with  intervals  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  miikinu  tleven  hours  inid  a  half  of 
t'lel'l  lubaur  eacli  day,  exclusive  of  the  labour  of  afterwards  collpctin<j  and  carry- 
iiiS  home  fodder  for  the  cattle  ;  and  of  the  night  work  of  crop,  l)eing  an  addition 
of  five  hours  more  in  die  twenty-four,  for  four  or  five  months  m  the  year ;  and  all 
this  over  and  above  the  time  for  ^'cttmi!;  up  and  repairing  to  the  fitld  morning  and 
ivoontiiic,  and  for  retununt,'  liience  at  noon  and  at  mi,'ht ;  tor  preparing  food  and 
for  other  domestic  offices;  all  which  must  be  performed  during  the  intervals  of 
labour,  women  and  men  being  equally  engaged  in  field  labour  duniig  the  day 
ind  in  collecting  and  carrying  fodder  for  the  ranic,  and   in   iiiiht  work  during 
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of  positive  law,  a  necessitous  owner  might  often  be  teini)te(l  to  nrake 
an  improper  use  of  his  unlimited  authority.  The  nature  of  the  clmiafe 
in  which  the  labour  of  the  slave  is  to  be  perfoniied  ;  the  constitutional 
indisposition  to  continuous  exertion,  which  so  peculiarly  characterises 
the  negro  race ;  and  the  ditficultv  which  all  men  experience  in  the 
steady  perfonnance  of  any  labour  without  the  stiiuilus  of  wages  ;  must 
concur  to  endanger  the  health  of  a  plantation  slave  when  subjected  to 
improper  exertions.* 

crop.  These  various  points  will  be  found  ably  and  luminously  and  conclusively 
f^stahlished  in  the  work  of  Mr.  Stephen  just  referred  to.  It  would  have  been 
sufticieni,  however,  to  have  referred  to  tlie  law  of  Jamaica  on  this  ])oint,  and  to 
Mr.  Huskisson's  comment  on  tliat  law.  (See  Papers  by  command,  for  1828,  ji. 
.5,  and  Jamaica  Act  of  1826,  %  27,  in  Paj)€rs  for  1827, — and  Reporter,  No.  33, 
\>.  180.) 

*  The  very  circumstances,  however,  which  to  the  humane  mind  of  Sir  (>■ 
Murray  form  grounds  for  guarding  against  the  excessive  exaction  of  compulsorv 
labour,  serve  in  the  minds  of  the  planters  as  the  very  reasons  for  employing 
brute  force  to  stimulate  the  labourer  far  beyond  his  inclination,  and  to  extract  troin 
him  tlie  maximum  of  toil  of  which  he  is  capable.  We  mean  the  intense  and 
exhausting  heat  of  the  climate,  the  constitutional  indisposition  to  severe  and  con- 
tinuous labour  necessarily  produced  t}»eieby,and  the  total  absence  of  the  cheenng 
stimulus  of  wages.  Sir  G.  Murray  seems  to  think  that  ihis  indisposition  to  con- 
tinuous labour  under  a  vertical  sun,  "  pccuLiurly  characterises  tli£  negro  race.  ;  "  but 
we  conceive  that  Sir  George  would  find  it  somewhat  difficult  to  sUite  any  race 
whom  il  does  not  characterii.e,  nor  any  whom  it  does  not  characterise  in  a  still 
greater  degree  than  the  negro  race.  \Vhat  can  more  strongly  prove  the  mysti- 
fying influence  of  the  jargon  of  the  new  school,  of  "  tlie  philosophy  of  labour" 
established  by  Major  Moody,  than  that  the  clear,  upright  and  unsophisticated 
mind  of  Sir  G.  Murray  should  be  drawn,  for  one  moment,  withm  its  sphere,  and 
^hould  sanction  the  perft^ctly  groundless  dogma  that  the  negro  race  are  peculmrli^ 
characterised  by  indisposilion  to  continuous  exertion  under  a  tropical  sun,  when  all 
other  races  are  at  least  equally,  if  not  more,  indisposed  to  it,  and  when  no  other 
race  does  or  cau  encounter  it  with  half  the  endurance  with  which  it  is  borne  by 
them. 

We  are  happy  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  noticing  this  subject,  on  account 
of  our  having  just  seen  a  pamphlet  from  the  pen  of  John  Gladstone,  Esq.,  en- 
titled, by  some  strange  misnomer,  *'  a  statement  of  facts,"  in  which  an  unusual 
share  of  ingenuity  is  employed  to  varnish  the  crime  of  keeping  men  in  slavery, 
and  to  make  the  worse  appear  ^he  better  reason.  While  this  writer,  who  avows 
hunself  to  be  a  considerable  slave-holder,  seems  to  agree  fully  wuh  Sir  (>.  Murray 
in  holding  the  indisposedness  of  the  negro  race  to  continuous  labour  A  the  sun, 
yet  he  has  found  a  salvo  for  the  consciences  of  Christian  slave-holders  in  tlie 
singular  discovery,  that  "  Where  it  is  the  dutj/  of  the  Slavts  to  ivork  lu  the  field, 
such  IS  their  disposition  and  se7ise  (if  iliut  duty,  ifiut  the  labour  is  cheerfully  per- 
J'ormed  without  injurii  to  their  health  ur  comforts."  (p.  7.)  Every  syllable  in 
this  extraordinary  sentence  would  furnish  commeots  to  fill  far  more  than  our 
vacant  space ;  but  we  must  dwell  upon  it  for  a  few  seconds.  When  then  is  it 
that  It  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Negro  race  to  work  in  the  field  ?  It  must  be,  we 
presume,  whenever  Mr.  Gladstone  or  any  other  planter  chooses,  for  his  own  pro- 
fit, to  send  them  there.  And  then  the  moment  this  is  done,  what  a  wonderful 
transtormation  is  effected  in  their  nature  and  disposition!  The  indisposition  of 
the  Negro  race  to  continuous  labour  under  a  vertical  sun  (which  we  are  told  was 
previously  peculiarly  characteristic)  vanishes ;  nay,  is  so  changed,  that  they  are 
now  cordially  disposed  to  that  which  they  would  otherwise  a.<  cordially  have  de- 
ifslfd.  The  moving  impulse,  Mr.  Gladstone  tells  us,  is  a  sense  of  duty :  a  most 
exalted  and  disinterested  sense  of  duty  it  must  be,  which  excites  them  so  cheer- 
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"  You  will  tluTcfore  direct  the  Protector  of  blaves  to  i,i>tiluf«-  » 
i:arfl'ul  iiujiiirv  into  tlio  tiuts  respectiiiij  tlie  aniouiit  of  laU>iir  ii-,ii.ill\ 
piMlonnetl  l>v  plantation  slaves.  You  will  especiallv  tliuit  limi  »n 
ascertain  at  what  hour  of  the  uioniinii;  the  daily  task,  is  ii<.:  dlv  ,j,,,,, 
nienced,  and  at  what  hour  in  the  evenint?  it  is  usuallv  tinisu<-d';  wh.-tt 
is  the  ordinary  len'jjth  of  the  interval  of  rest  allowed  durinc  the  dav  ; 
whether  the  rest  is  >^enerally  complete,  or  whether  anv  duties  are  thin 
to  be  pertbrmed  for  the  owner,  or  for  the  more  immediate  advantairc 
i)t  the  slave  himself;  to  what  extent  lal)our  is  required  by  ni^ht  ;  how 
many  nights  or  parts  of  nights  in  the  week  the  same  slave  is  usuallv 


fully  to  work  hard  under  a  tropical  sun,  wiiliout  watjes,  to  jAvell  the  wealth  ami 
minister  to  the  enjoyments  of  Mr.  (iladstone  and  his  brother  planters.  Nay,  such 
is  ihe  wonderful  operation  of  this  motive,  that  now  they  labour  cht'erfullv  uiihoui 
injur)-  to  either  healtli  «.'r  comfort,  in  despite  of  all  the  strongtst  propensities  ol 
their  nature,  and  under  the  pressure  of  the  most  painful  and  iicb;ising  coercion  ! 
Such  are  the  delusions  by  which  men  of  sense,  and  men  too  who  have  somu  feel- 
ing of  conscience,  try  to  blind  their  own  eyes  and  steel  their  o«n  hearts  against 
the  impressions  of  truth,  justice,  and  humanity,  and  by  which  they  hope  to  iiiducc 
such  men  as  Sir  R.  Peel,  to  whom  the  Iftter  is  aildicssed,  to  tolerate  for  a  few 
years  longer  this  intolerable  mass  of  inujuity,  oppression,  and  cruelty. 

Mr.  Gladstone  writes  his  pamphlet  in  Liverpool,  at  the  distance  of  4000  miles 
from  his  Slaves,  not  one  of  whom  he  hits  probably  ever  seen.  He  is  far  removed 
from  the  siuht  of  their  sutienngs,  whatever  those  sufft-nngs  may  be,  and  he  i% 
evideiidy  wholly  wiUiout  power  to  control  the  conduct  of  Ins  Jisi.mt  ngtuLs.  Now 
it  he  had  come  forward  to  give  us  an  authentic  dt  tail  from  'l.e  Kt^^istr)'  of  Dtme- 
rara,  and  from  his  own  plantation  books,  of  die  changes  which  have  taken  place 
among  his  Slaves  from  the  tune  he  became  possessed  of  them  to  the  present  hour — 
ot  their  increase  and  decrease,  and  of  their  iJaily  tasks  and  allowances,  and  liour>i 
ot  day  and  night  labour,  and  puni>li;iients,  \.c.  &c. — he  would  have  done  more  to 
tnrow  light  on  the  subject  than  by  twenty  such  pamphlets  as  this.  Tl.i>,  pam- 
phlet, we  confess,  has  served  to  excite  our  curiositv  on  diese  points,  f.r  it  has  le<l 
us  to  look  back  to  the  memorable  period  of  the  Missionary  Smith.  That  inilyr 
excellent  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  writing,  on  the  30tli  of  August,  1817,  in  hi'.> 
journal  given  in  evidence  on  his  trial,  of  Mr.  (dadslone's  estate  Sijcc<-^s,  says, 
"  The  Negroes  of  Success  have  complained  to  me  lately  of  excessive  Idxjur  and 
very  severe  treatment.  I  told  one  of  the  overseers,  they  would  work  ih<-ir  petjpip 
to  death."  Another  Missionary,  in  a  leuer  dated  •:4th  May,  IHJ4,  and  which 
was  givd^i  to  the  public  in  the  same  year,  in  the  preface  to  the  debate  on  the  trial 
of  Smith  in  the  House  of  Commons,  says  of  this  .same  esLite,  wiUi  which  he  lum- 
.self  also,  it  seems,  was  personally  acquamted,  in  allusion  to  the  pa.ssaiie  of  Mr. 
."smith's  journal  just  quoted  ;  "  It  i  Success)  is  next  above  the  chapel,  and  couhl 
be  seen  from  Mr.  Smith's  house.  Ever  since  it  h;is  been  put  in  sugar,  the  Ne- 
groes have  complained  of  hard  and  late  work."    It  wa.s  formoilv  in  ( olh.e. 

Mr.  Gladstone  n^ay,  doubtless,  dispute  the  truth  of  these  statemenL>;  Imi  he 
v;a3  not  there  himself,  and  cannot  tell  that  they  are  false  ;  hut  true  or  falsH,  hf 
could  have  no  means  of  preventing  them,  or  of  protectms;  his  Slaves  from  any 
treatment  to  which  his  stipendiary  agent,  under  whose  absolute  dominn.>n  h<-  had 
placed  them,  might  subject  them.  But  if  we  had  never  before  heard  of  Mr. 
Gladstone  or  his  estates,  or  of  the  Ulustrations  which  they  furnish,  llie  n  al  nature 
of  Slavery  would  have  been  what  it  is,  and  would  have  no  kss  stood  in  direct 
contradiction  and  falsification  of  the  absurd  position  in  the  pamphlet  ol  Mr. 
Gladstone,  which  has  given  occasion  to  these  remarks,  and  by  which  and  other 
similar  statements,  that  gentleman  has  laboured  to  reconcile  Sir  It.  Peel  .md  the 
Hntish  public  to  the  continuance  of  that  system  by  which  tlO0,UOO  of  our  f<llow- 
men  and  fellow-subjects  are  reduced  to  the  state  of  brute  U-asts,  to  add  to  the  gams 
ot  a  few  imlividuals. 
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employed;  ami  cluiin^  whit  period  ui'  the  year  iio<tiiriKtl  labour  is  in 
use  :  you  v.ill  direct  the  Proleetui  to  report  to  you  the  result  of  these 
inquiries,  with  as  much  minuteness  of  detail  us  may  be  ])rarti(able  ; 
and  you  will  ascertain  wliether  in  the  o})inioii  of  the  most  skilful  medi- 
cal practitioners  in  the  colonv,  there  is  reason  t^  conclude  that  the 
labour  usually  exacted  of  plantation  slaves  is  unfrielidly  to  their  health. 
In  reporting  to  me  the  result  of  these  inquiries,  you  will  communicate 
to  me  your  opinion  by  what  reirulations  any  abuses  on  the  part  of  the 
colonial  system  would  be  most  eHectually  checked  or  prevented. 

"  With  respect  to  the  foo<l  of  slaves  which  is  a  general  subject  ol' 
legislation  in  the  colonies  possessing  leai^lative  assemblies,  you  will 
also  direct  the  Protector  to  in(juirewhat  is  the  average  nature,  amount, 
weiglit,  and  quality  of  the  food  allowed  to  plantation  slaves,  male  and 
female,  adults  and  children  respectively,  and  you  will  also  procure  the 
opinion  of  the  best  medical  advisers  within  vour  reach,  how  far  the 
food  so  supplied  is  sufficient  to  sustain  the  healtli  and  strength  of  the 
labourer.*  You  will  report  to  me  the  result  of  tlle^e  inquiries  with  any 
such  suggestions  as  may  occur  to  you  for  the  improvement  ol  the  law 
on  this  subject. 

"  You  will  transmit  to  me  similar  information  respecting  the  articles 
of  clothiuET  usually  supplied  to  plantation  slaves,  their  number  and 
quality,  and  their  usual  cost  price  ;  and  upon  this  subject  you  will 
consider  and  report  to  me  whetlier  there  be  any,  and  if  any,  what  im- 
provements required  in  the  law."t 

7.      Mauritius. 

It  now  onlv  remains  to  give  some  view  of  the  correspondence  with 
the  Mauritius  ;  and  if  we  had  wanted  any  proof  of  the  terrific  nature 
and  efi\(ts  of  the  state  of  Slavery  existing  in  that  Island,  it  would  be 
abuhdautlv  supplied  by  the  papers  before  us.  It  is  scarcely  possible 
to  paint,  or  even  to  conceive  the  alarm,  the  indignation,  the  rage, 
which  seems  to  have  been  excited  in  the  breast  of  every  planter,  and 
indeed  every  inhabitant  of  the  Island,  by  the  promulgation  of  the  new 
Slave  Code  contained  in  the  Order  in  Council  ;  not  the  latest  con- 
solidated Order,  but  a  former  and  inferior  enactment.  The  clamoui 
excited  in  our  Western  Slave  Colonies  by  the  firNt  movements  of  our 
Government  in  IS'23  and  1824,  was  sufficiently  loud  and  senseless  ; 
but  that  of  the  Mauritius  is  so  much  more  violent  and  unreasonable  as 
to  justify  the  belief,  that  bad  as  Slavery  is  in  the  West  Indies,  the  state 
which  it  is  here  sought  to  reform  is  far  worse.  And  that  this  is  really 
the  case,  we  cannot  entertain  a  doubt,  not  only  when  we  weigh  the 
evidence  already  before  the  public,  with  much  that  is  still  to  be  pro- 
duced ;  but  consider  the  firmly  combined  resistance  by  which  all  classes 
have  set  themselves  in  determined  array  against  every  attempt  to  in- 
vestigate or  repress  either  the  crimes  of  the  Slave-trade,  or  th.  cruelties 
of  Slavery.  The  resistance  could  not  be  greater  or  more  resolute  if 
the  attempt  of  the  British  Government  were,  not  merely  to  relax  the 
reins  of  their  domestic  despotism,  but  to  suf)ject  themselves,  tlu  ir  wives 


*  Sec  ou  this  head  Mr.  Steplien's  conclusive  proofs  in  tlie  2d  volume  of  hi.s 
Uehneatioii,  chap.  viii.  and  above,  p.  13. 

t  See  Mr.  Stephen's  2d  volume,  cha[>.  ix.  and  above,  p.  13. 
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dud  cliiJiiroii.  lo  Sluvt  ry,  willi  all  its  ;il)uiiHii.4ii..ii».  It  w<.iil>l  ♦j-.-m  ■« 
if  all  lljc'ir  idt^as  of  wroinr,  and  iiijustitf,  .nul  iiitnimaiiit  v,  a.t.-  .  ..m- 
prizi'd  111  thf  ubiidijeiiKnt  ot"  tluir  pouir  ui'  iiiHuim:^  "H  tli-  ir  N-llow- 
subjects  stripet?,  tetters,  iiusparni';  labour,  miprisomindt.  inri  ti.riiiri-. 
if  not  dfuth.  If  they  still  persist  in  their  dtelarcd  pijr|></M-  ..t  pr<.-4-- 
c-utin^  the  Anti-Slavery  Reporter,  for  haviiiir  taliimniiiti-d  tii  .t  Ix-.i.iiirul 
order  of  thin^  which  assimilates,  as  they  tell  us,  the  slate  of  SKivtrs  i  i 
-Mauritius  to  soiue  state  of  superhuiuaa  telicitv,  thev  ou'.rlit  at  I.  a^t  i.» 
have  withheld  the  revelations  which  are  made  iii  the  presnii  p;ip.  i^.. 
until  atler  the  issue  had  l>een  fairly  tried  iM-tween  us.  They  liav. 
themselves  furnished  our  ample  justification,  without  reduciii:;  us  to  tin- 
necessity  of  citiniT  any  one  of  our  300  witnesses. 

But  what  has  led  to  all  this  extraordinary  commotiiin  in  the  Maun 
tius  ?      It  is  the  promuliratiou  of  an  Order  in  Council  ccjiitainiiiii;  certain 
obnoxious,  wicked,  and  destructive  innovations.     That  thcv  are  inno- 
vations, however,  is  of  itself  the  condemnation  of  the  s\steni  which  it  in 
proposed  to  amend;   and  before  any  British  tribunal  no  further  proot Of 
its  guiltiness  could  be  needed.     Such  was  the  resistance  excited   l»\ 
these  innovations,  that  even  the  gallant  general.  Sir  Charles  (olville. 
whose  courage  had  been  tried  in  many  a  hard  fought  field,  was  driven 
from  his  purpose,  and  led,   in  the  face  of  lus  instructions,  to  concede 
some  essential  points  of  reform.      In  his  letU^r  of  the  21st  Feb.    IhJ'.^, 
he  tells  Sir  (}.  Murray,  that  he  had  fondly  hope<l  that  the  ilelav  which 
had  taken  place  in  promulgatini;  the  Order,  would  have  led  many  of  the 
Pr(;prietors  to  anticipate  the  chief  improvements  in  it,  esjx(  lallv  as  he 
I'l-U  himself  led,  by  a  memorial  tVom  many  of  them  "  [xjsses-inii  the  Usf 
<ii>positions,"  to  recede  in  stjme  degree  from  the  express  tenor  of  hi> 
instructions.      "  Thus,  tor  instance,"  he  (observes,  *'  we  altoirt-ther  nmil 
that  article  which  forbids  the  use  of  the  cart-whip  in  the  ti<ld  ;"  '•  an 
article  fraught  with  dan'j:er  in  the  eyes  of  the  Planters,"  thouirh   ••  the 
practice    had   become    almost  obsolete  from   a  compact   Ixtwt  t-n    the 
Governor  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island."     Where  is  that  rompict; 
what  are  its  teims  ;   by  whom  was  it  signed  ;  what  are  its  sanctions  and 
its  penalties  ?     This  is  a  second  version  of  the  absurd   view  taken  h) 
Colonel  Blackwell  in  Tobago,  though  under  still  less  excusaf^Ie  circum- 
stances, Sir  C.  Colville  |K)ssessing  powers  which    the    other  did  not 
possess.      "  And  now,"  savs  he.  '•  we  have  gone  further,   in    making 
altogether  illegal  the  use  of  the  cart-whip  as  an  instrunicnt  of  piiiiisli- 
inent,  liable  to  the  most  serious  abuse,   as  it  most  ccrtninlij   a  us." 
Now  the  words  of  Sir  Charles  Colville's  act  (^  17)  are,  that  mt  n  may 
be  punished  '*  with  a  whip  or  rattan,  or  any  other  instruni'  nt  of  the 
kind,  excepting  always  the  chabouk  or  cart-whip,  the  use  ot  v.  hicli  as 
an  instrument  of  punishment  is  expressly  and  altogether  j-i'/lubiled." 
-And  yet  this  same  formidable  chabouk  is  still  left  by  la/,  to  be  the 
chosen  instrument  for  stimulating  labour  in  the  field,  whff    men  and 
women  remain  equally  subject  to  its  infliction.    And,  even  /'•  '<->pect  f(» 
regular  punishments,  we  doubt  much  whether  the  ingenuity    t  'l«'Spotism 
will  suffer  much  to  be  gained  to  humanity,  while  a  whip  of  -"ine  form 
or   other   is    still   allowed,    and  while  the   split  bamboo    /' ''V    he  in- 
creased to  any  degree  of  thickness,  and  its  edges  shai[>»"''^  to  any 
f^apacitv  of  laceration.      We   cannot,   we  say,   flatter  liMM.anity  with 
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hiiving:  gained  much  by  allowin^^  those  to  retain. -^r  the  daily  and  liourly 
discipline  of  the  field, (nine  strokes  of  il.as  we  shall  sch'.  heint,^  permitted 
by  law  on  the  instant,)  the  instrument  which  Sir  C.  Colville  looks  upon 
it  as  some  compensation  to  have  withdrawn  from  more  regular  puiush- 
ments.  What  a  state  of  society  do  such  netrociations  indicate  both  in 
governors  and  governed '  Yet  such  ii  state  of  society  is  the  result  of 
Negro  Slavery  in  the  Mauritius  ! 

Again,  Sir'C.  Colville  has  dispensed  with  the  necessity  of  requiring 
a  return  of  punishments  arbitrarily  iuriicted  on  plantations.     He  re- 
quires, he  says,  that  a  record  of  them  should  be  kept,  but  not  that  any 
return  shoidd  be  made  of  that  record.     But  this  is  to  frustrate  the  whole 
intention  of  the  Order.     And  what  is  the  reason  assiirned  for  this  most 
extraordinary  deviation  from  his  instructions  '      it  is  that  "  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  Island,  it  iconld  he  a  metisnrc  produrtirr  not  onlij  of 
the  (greatest  discontent,  hut  of  pisitive   iwpructicdhility,    liahle    to 
rtxutions  prosecutions  without  end."     Now,  destrov  all  the  other  evi- 
dence we  have  of  the  enormities  of  Muuritius  Shiverv,  and  let  this  one 
sentence  remain,  and  we  say,  it  is  utterlv  imptssibh  to  exaargerate  its 
horrors.     The  Planters,  it  seems,  arc  either  so  low  in  attainments  as 
to  be  incapable  of  keeping  and  making  returns  of  the  records  of  their 
own  arbitrary  inflictions  ;  or  thev  are   so   wedded  to  the  uncontrolled 
exercise  of  their  own  despotic  powers,  as  to  be  unwillin;!  to  permit  light 
to  dawn  on  its  exercise ;  or  thev  are  so  conscious  of  their  own  inability 
to  restrain  their  passions  within  the  rult-^  of  law,  a>^  to  be  certain  of  ex- 
posing themselves,  bv  a  true  record  of  their  proccedincrs,  to  endless  and 
vexatious  prosecutions.     And   vet  these   arc   the   men,   thus  sunk   in 
ignorance,  or  intoxicated  bv  power,  or  infuriated  by  passion,  who  are  to 
be  permitted  to  proceed,  without  anv  rt mrd  of  their  acts,  and  conse- 
quently without  anv  means  of  inspcctK.n,  detection,  or  control,  in  their 
accustomed  discretionan-  use  of  tin   chalx-uk,  the  whip,  the  rattan,  the 
split  bamboo,  the  chain,  the  feiler.  the  proiiired  collar,  the  brand,  and 
all  the  other  abominations  of  thi-"  rli n  of  darkness  ;   until  generations  of 
their  wretched  Slaves  shall  have  bt  t  ii  swept  into  untimely  graves,  to 
be  replaced  by  fresh  illicit  imporf.ition-^  f..)m  the  shores  of  Madagascar 
or  Mosambi(|uc. 

Once  more,  the  law  had  allowcrl  (mly  three  stripes  to  be  ffiven  to  a 
slave  at  the  moment  of  committing  an  otlirice,  in  the  field  for  instance. 
Sir  C.  Colville  was  mduciJ.by  the  importunity  of  his  respectable 
memorialists,  to  extcid  the  thru-  to  nine,  and  the  reason  given  for  this 
indulsrence  is  as  instmctiv<'  as  is  the  impatieii<-e  felt  by  the  planter  of  the 
restraint  which  the  law  professed  to  impose  on  sudden  ebullitions  of 
passion.  "  In  this  we  have  acted,"  says  the  governor.  "  ujion  the 
conviction  of  the  futility  of  the  smaller,  either  as  a  reparation  of  ill 
conduct  in  the  individual,  or  as  a  check  to  himself,  or  example  to 
others  ;  besides  that  to  prevent  the;  infliction  of  more  than  three  stripes 
at  the  moment,  would  be  tf)  increase  to  a  certainty  the  punishment  of 
the  slave  by  twenty-four  hours  of  expectation  of  it,  and  probably  con- 
finement too,  in  the  naturally  entertained  a[)pnhension  of  running 
awav;  while  it  i.>  too  mu' h  to  expect  from  our  frail  nature,  that  the 
master,  irritated  bv  the  loss  of  his  ;lavt"s  labour  for  so  many  hours, 
would  not  add  a  few  lashes  to  tho'^e  he  v.ould  criginnlly  have  ordered 
liim.      1  have  been  assured  bv  rc<tpretnhlf  pinntcrs  that  the  allowance 
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ut    nine   stripes   will   make   tlie   inriiction  of  a   Idfj^er   iiuinbi.T   of  rare 
(xcuneiKf." 

That  [>liuUirs  slioulcl  have  tluis  talkfd  ami  thus  counst'llt'd  was  only 
en  ret/It  ;  hut  that  a  British  ii;eneral,  the  irovernor  of  a  British  rolotiy, 
the  reprLSeiilative  of  a  British  muiiarch,  should  have  listened  to  such 
counsel,  and  sanctioned  such  views,  is  indeed  astonishin<^  and  most 
deplorable.  We  are  ashamed  to  read  such  passages  as  these,  and  to 
know  that  men  capable  of  asseniinj^  to  them,  and  of  pleading  for  tlicm 
without  a  blush,  are  British  functionaries  of  the  hi!J:hest  class ;  and 
that  the  country  which  can  degrade  itself  by  tolerating  a  state  of 
things  requiring  such  opprobrious  discussions  is  Great  Britain.  This 
state  of  things  cannot  be  much  longer  endured.  Every  principle  we 
profess  as  Christians  ;  every  sentiment  we  are  taught  to  chi^rish  as 
Britons  ;  and  every  feeling  which  belongs  to  humanity  itself,  rise  up 
in  arms  against  it,  and  seal  its  doom.  The  decree  has  gone  forth,  and 
must  be  obeyed.  On  this  point  the  voice  of  the  British  nation  will  be 
heard  ;  ami  will  be  found  irresistible.  And  let  us  remember  that 
these  are  not  dubious  details  of  controverted  facts;  they  are  recorded 
proofs,  orticial  documents,  undeniably  establishing,  beyond  the  reach 
of  controversy  or  refutation,  all  we  have  ever  asserted  of  this  vile,  and 
vicious,  nay,  diabolical  system. 

Besides  this  letter  of  Sir  C.  Colville  on  which  we  have  been  com- 
pelled  so  largely  to  comment,  there  is  another  from  the  same  officer 
dated  the  11th  of  April,  1829,  confessing  that  all  his  delays,  and  con- 
ce'isions,and  modifications, had  been  of  no  avail  in  conciliatintr  the  plant- 
ers. He  could  not  suppose  (though  such  is  the  fact)  that  his  modified 
order  would  have  been  met,  "in  the  spirit  of  forced  misrepresentation 
and  ill  will  wliich  the  remonstrances  of  nil  the  quarters  of  thi>  island 
exhibit;"  several  of  them,  '"indecorous  enoui!;h,"  and  one  calling 
upon  him  ''  to  rescind  the  ordinance  and  susjjend  the  Protector." 
The  planters  are  particularly  enraged  with  the  Protector  for  having 
undertaken  a  duty,  which  the  governor  savs  •'  thev  were  conscious  of 
having  themselves  neglected,  namely,  the  instruction  of  the  slaves  in 
the  new  laws  respecting  them." 

Many  of  the  remarks  which  these  communications  would  necessarily 
have  called  forth  from  Sir  G.  Murray  are  entirely  superseded  by  the 
transmission  in  his  despatch  of  the  5th  of  April,  1830,  of  the  consoli- 
dated order  of  the  '2nd  of  February,  1830,  which  would  place  the  whole 
subject  on  an  entire  new  footing,  and  leave  no  room  for  further  debate 
or  resistance.  The  greatest  length  of  time  to  which  the  promulgation 
of  this  law  can  be  postponed,  after  its  arrival  in  the  cohjny.  is  six 
weeks,  and  beyond  that  time  its  execution  is,  on  no  account,  to  be 
suspended.  We  must  wait  therefore  for  farther  intelligence  to  judge 
of  its  efi'ect.  In  the  mean  time  we  must  defer  adverting  to  some  of  the 
extraordinary  statements  and  remonstrances  presented  to  the  governor 
by  the  planters  of  the  Mauritius,  and  in  which  their  contest  for  the 
continuance  of  the  cart-whip  is  carried  on  with  a  zeal,  and  perse- 
verance, and  talent  too,  which  are  worthy  of  a  better  cause. 


'^.   ^■.ly^|pr.  luri.  Prii^Hr    11.  B^rthnlninew  Clo^. 


